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20 May 2026
MARINE SECURITY BULLETIN - 11/2026
Subject: Report of Suspected Pirate Action Group (PAG) in the Gulf of Aden

Reference: (a) Best Management Practices for Maritime Security (BMPMS)
(c) Marine Security Bulletin 02/2026

Dear Owners/Operators/Company Security Officers/Masters:

On 15 May, at approximately 0800 UTC, the Maritime Security Centre for the Indian Ocean
(MSCIO) received a report of a suspicious boat operating in position 11°52°N 044°42°E. A high-
speed boat carrying multiple individuals carrying rifles were observed stopping a fishing
vessel. This is potentially a precursor to further illegal activity in the area.

On 18 May 2026 at approximately 0800 UTC, Operation ATALANTA received unconfirmed
information indicating a possible Pirate Action Group (PAG) threat onboard a SKIFF close to
Bosaso, Somalia, in position 11°51’N 049°10°E. The information suggests a possible intention
to attempt the hijacking of a merchant vessel

Both incidents are being investigated by Operation ATALANTA and highlight the continued
intent and capability of suspected pirates operating in the area.

In an effort to prevent further incidents and possible danger to crewmembers and vessels, the
Liberia Maritime Administration strongly recommends masters, operators and shipowners to
continue to follow the methods put forth in the Best Management Practices for Maritime Security
(BMPMS) regarding defending against piracy attempts to include considering the use of private
maritime security companies onboard the vessels.

The Voluntary Reporting Area (VRA) for vessels operating in the Indian Ocean region and
administered by UKMTO has not changed. Ships entering the VRA are encouraged to report to
the UKMTO and register with MSCIO in accordance with industry BMP (Best Management
Practices). When operating within territorial seas or calling ports within the previously defined
HRA as shown on UKHO Chart Q6099, Masters shall set the vessel security level to the level
set by the port State authority but may implement security measures in excess of the security
level set by the port authorities based on their assessment of the conditions in the port. When
operating outside territorial seas or ports within the previously defined HRA shown on UKHO
chart Q6099, all Liberian flagged vessels shall operate at security level II. All security level
changes should be reported directly to the Flag Administration by the Master via email
security@liscr.com.

Best Management Practices MS bmp-ms-2025-final-low-res.pdf) will continue to provide the
necessary guidance for shipping to ensure threat and risk assessments are developed for every
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voyage to mitigate the risks presented by remaining security threats in the region. The shipping
industry will continue to monitor and advise on maritime security threats to assist the safe
transit of vessels and the seafarers.

The Liberian Administration strongly recommends that Vessels Owners, Characters, Operators
and Ships Masters continue to carry out pre-voyage threat and risk assessments to consider the
latest maritime security information from organizations supporting the VRA, including use of
privately contracted security personnel, as deemed necessary.

Contact MSCIO prior to transiting the Western Indian Ocean, Somali Basin, Gulf of Aden Gulf
of Oman and the Red Sea:

The Contact details for MSCIO are:

Maritime Security Centre — Indian Ocean (MSCIO)
Email: postmaster@mscio.eu

Telephone +33 (0) 298 220 220 / +33 (0) 298 220 170
Fax: +44 1923 958520

Website: www.ukmto.org

When transiting these waters, register your vessel with UKMTO:
Email: watchkeepers@ukmto.org

Phone: 2392-222060 / +971-50-552-3215

Fax: +44 1923958520

Please keep LISCR’s Security Department informed of any security incidents at:

Office of the Senior Deputy Commissioner of Maritime Affairs
Republic of Liberia

22980 Indian Creek Drive, Suite 200, Dulles, Virginia 20166 USA
D: +1 571495 5944 / O: +1 703 790 3434 / F: +1 703 790 5655
Email: Security@liscr.com
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