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Technical Letter 2007-01 
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Subject:   Inspection and Maintenance of Shipboard Elevators  
 
This technical letter is issued in order to detail the this Administration policy with regards to ship 
survey of shipboard elevators 
 

1. Acceptance Tests 
 
New elevators, after completion and before being placed in service, are to be subjected 
to acceptance tests and inspections on the vessel to determine that the installation 
conforms to the requirements of the elevator manufacturer, the vessel’s class society 
,as applicable, and that all safety equipment and functions are properly installed and 
functioning.  A similar test and inspection is to be made following a major alteration 
to an existing elevator installation.  Acceptance tests are to be witnessed by n 
attending class society surveyor.  The following are to be included in the test program. 
 
 Test of car safety with rated load in car 
 Test of counterweight safety 
 Test of governor tripping speed 
 Test of hoistway and car door interlocks and escape hatch interlocks 

Operating test of entire installation including check of car and position 
indicators 

 Operating test of manual hoisting device 
Test of driving machine brake with maximum load weight plus 25% of rated 
load 
Test of buffers 
Test of slack rope switch 
 

2. Maintenance, Periodic Tests and Inspections 
 
a. Routine and periodic maintenance of the elevator shall be carried out in 

accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and at intervals specified by 
the elevator manufacturer.   

b. Periodic tests and inspections of the elevator installation are to be made during 
the vessel’s annual and intermediate and renewal surveys or at more frequent 
intervals if so specified by the elevator manufacturer. .  The following tests are 
to be conducted and witnessed by the Surveyor. 

 
 Test of car and counterweight safeties 
 Test of governor tripping speed 
 Test of driving machine brake 
 Test of hoistway and car door interlocks and escape hatch interlocks 
 



Inspection is to be made of the entire installation at this time with particular 
attention to the following. 

 
 Hoisting cables 
 Driving machine brake 
 Safeties 
 Guide rails and guide shoes or rollers 
 

3. Capacity Plate and Data Plate 
 

A capacity plate of engraved metal is to be permanently installed in each elevator car 
and is to indicate the safe capacity of the car in N (kgf, lbf) and number of persons. 
A data plate of engraved metal is to be permanently mounted on each car frame and is 
to indicate the following. 
 

Weight of complete car including safety and all auxiliary equipment attached 
to car 

 Rated load and speed 
 Wire rope data as per 4.11.5 
 Manufacturer’s name and date of installation 
 

 
If there are any questions relating to this Technical Note, please contact Chief of the Technical 
Department at technical@liscr.com  
 

 


