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TECHNICAL LETTER 2023-01 
10 January 2023 

 
Subject:  Omission of Inclining Test for Sister Vessels 
 
SOLAS Reg II-1/5.2 states that: 
 
“The Administration may allow the inclining test of an individual cargo ship to be dispensed 
with provided basic stability data are available from the inclining test of a sister ship and it is 
shown to the satisfaction of the Administration that reliable stability information for the 
exempted ship can be obtained from such basic data, as required by regulation 5-1. A lightweight 
survey shall be carried out upon completion and the ship shall be inclined whenever in 
comparison with the data derived from the sister ship, a deviation from the lightship 
displacement exceeding 1% for ships of 160 m or more in length and 2% for ships of 50 m or 
less in length and as determined by linear interpolation for intermediate lengths or a deviation 
from the lightship longitudinal centre of gravity exceeding 0.5% of L is found.” 
 
This Administration, considering the longstanding application of this regulation, authorizes its 
Recognized Organization to dispense with an inclining test without contacting this 
Administration, provided the deviation of the lightship displacement and lightship longitudinal 
centre of gravity as determined by a lightweight survey of a ship does not exceed the values for 
the sister ship noted in the above SOLAS regulation. 
 
If you have any questions on this Technical Letter please contact this office at 
regsandstandards@liscr.com.  
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