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Liberia’s IMO payment underlines commitment to maritime industries 
 
THE Republic of Liberia has paid in full its annual assessment dues for 2007 to the 
International Maritime Organisation. On Thursday, February 8, 2006, George Arku, 
Liberia’s permanent representative to IMO in London, presented IMO Secretary-
General Efthimios E Mitropoulos with a symbolic cheque in the sum of 
US$3,769,797.05 to cover the 2007 payment. 
 
The IMO assessment is based on the numbers of ships under the registers of 
individual countries. More than 2,300 vessels, aggregating over 72m gross tons, 
currently fly the Liberian flag, making it the world’s second largest ship registry. 
 
George Arku says, “The prompt payment of such a significant sum of money, at a 
time of great demand on the comparatively limited funds available to the country 
for international projects, underlines the Liberian government’s recognition of the 
vital role that shipping plays in Liberia’s economy, and the equally vital role that 
Liberia plays in world shipping. 
 
“It also demonstrates the importance that Liberia attached to the work of the IMO in 
promoting safe and efficient shipping as well as the invaluable work of IMO 
Secretariat. Commissioner John S. Morlu and the Bureau of Maritime Affairs take 
Liberia’s international shipping responsibilities, and its IMO commitment very 
seriously. We are proud that Liberia is in the top group of the Paris MOU White 
List of high-standard flags as well as the largest designated registry under the US 
Coast Guard’s Qualship 21 programme.” 
 
Scott Bergeron, Chief Operating Officer of the Liberian International Ship & 
Corporate Registry (LISCR), the US-based manager of the Liberian Registry, says, 
“The Liberian flag is witnessing genuinely momentous growth at the moment as it 
continues to recruit from the ranks of the world’s leading shipowners and operators 
and the world’s leading shipowning nations. But Liberia is not interested in growth 
merely for its own sake, and the registry is proud of the leading role it has adopted 
in setting new industry standards in terms of safety and security initiatives. Liberia 
is a quality register which recognises its responsibilities to the international 
shipping industry.”  
 
 

 



For a photograph of the cheque presentation ceremony, please email 
chris@merlinco.com 
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