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Liberian Registry explains maritime legislation familiarisation 
 
The LIBERIAN REGISTRY has recently received a flood of inquiries about its 
requirements for maritime legislation familiarization.  The inquiries have been prompted 
by recent reports that another major open registry has introduced a new requirement for 
foreign seagoing officers to sit, at their own expense, a mandatory course designed to 
familiarise them with the maritime law of that flag state. Moreover, regulations 
apparently require the course to be conducted only by lawyers accredited by the flag 
state concerned. 
 
Scott Bergeron, Chief Operating Officer of the Liberian International Ship & Corporate 
Registry (LISCR), the US-based managers of the Liberian Registry, says, “Liberia’s 
current policy and pragmatic procedures for maritime legislation familiarization have 
been in place since the implementation of the 1995 revision of the Standards for Training 
and Certification of Watchkeepers (STCW 95.) Understanding of flag state regulations 
is a necessary component of every senior officer’s competency.  However, achieving 
compliance with this fundamental aspect of STCW 95 does not need to be burdensome 
and, as far as Liberia is concerned, is not an opportunity to profit at the expense of 
seafarers or shipowners.”  
 
In explaining Liberia’s procedure for complying with the STCW 95 requirement for 
maritime legislation familiarization, Captain Jim Walsh, Vice President of Seafarer 
Certification at the Liberian Registry states, “Every candidate for a Liberian 
management level officer's certificate is given a handbook of Liberia's maritime-related 
laws and regulations, known as “Familiarization with National Maritime Legislation” or 
“RLM-105A” which is a compilation of material taken from the complete manual of 
Liberian laws, regulations and policy guidance which is carried on board all Liberia 
ships."   
 

 



The RLM-105A Handbook highlights the pertinent issues and applicable regulations in 
a practical fashion for the senior officers serving on Liberian flagged ships.  
Confirmation of the necessary understanding of these regulations is achieved through 
several controls, including examination and attestation as part of the application process 
as well as through inquiry by flag state nautical inspectors during annual safety 
inspections. The IMO has recognized and accepted these procedures as part of Liberia’s 
admission to the STCW White List.  
 
As a result of the recent surge of interest in this subject, the Liberian Registry has 
decided to produce an online tutorial and examination system. This system, which is 
expected to be released before the end of 2006, will be made available without charge to 
shipowners or the senior officers that the tutorial is designed to assist.  
 
Captain Walsh continues, “Liberia understands the need to observe relevant flag state 
laws, and believes that it is the duty of responsible ship registries to properly prepare 
officers and crew to perform their duties safely and efficiently within those laws. It does 
not believe that seafarers, or shipowners, should carry the burden or expense of that 
commitment.” 
 
Shipowners, Crew Managers or Seafarers who have questions about Liberia’s 
requirements for maritime legislation familiarization should contact Captain Jim Walsh 
seafarers@liscr.com or +1 703 251 2417 for further details.  
 
 
 The Liberian Registry has a track record going back more than 57 years of 

combining the highest standards for vessels and crews with the highest standards of 
responsive service to owners. It is proud to be in the top group of the Paris MOU White 
List of high-standard flags and the top-ranked and Qualiship 21 designated registry by 
the US Coast Guard. Almost 2,300 vessels of more than 68m gt currently fly the Liberian 
flag. 
 


