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Liberia is the fastest growing flag in shipping
and offshore

L

iberia is the fastest growing major open
registry in 2018 in both the shipping and
offshore sectors, according to leading shipping services provider Clarksons in its World
Fleet Monitor July 2018.
LISCR CCO Alfonso Castillero, says, “I am
delighted to see that Liberia continues to be the
leading flag in 2018. It has grown by 3.6% in
terms of gross tonnage overall so far this year,
double that of the Marshall Islands (only 1.8%),
while Panama recorded a zero-growth rate.
“The market recognizes that Liberia has improved
its services and invested in technology to make
the lives of its clients easier without increasing its fees. This is in stark contrast to our competitors, who have
put into place steep fee increases and added costs, without significant forms of savings for owners, despite
difficult market conditions.
“Despite high scrapping volumes in recent years, the Liberian Registry has shown significant growth while
maintaining a reputation for the highest standards of safety and responsiveness.
In the offshore sector, meanwhile, Liberian-flag fleet growth peaked at 9.6 % so far in 2018, compared to the
figures for Panama (down by 1.8%) and the Marshall Islands (up by only 1.3%), and the Bahamas (up by only
1.9%). Alfonso Castillero says, “The first half of 2018 has shown what a strong presence the Liberian flag has
in the offshore sector, with an increase in market share five times that of the next major open registry. This is
due in no small measure to the strong fundamental understanding by the registry’s staff – many of whom have
practical experience of the offshore industry - of the problems facing this fluctuating sector.”

LET LIBERIA INTERVENE

P

rior to a vessel’s arrival in Philadelphia, USA, the Liberian Administration used its
advanced detention prevention and risk management capability to determine that the
vessel would be subject to a United States Coast Guard (USCG) inspection. In cooperation with the operator, it was agreed to conduct the vessel’s safety inspection at the upcoming port in advance of the USCG inspection. The Liberian inspector discovered that the emergency generator was inoperable. When the USCG arrived, the inspector informed the USCG
port state control (PSC) officers of the issue and of the steps taken to repair the emergency
generator. As a result, the USCG allowed the Liberian Administration to manage the process.
The emergency generator was quickly repaired, and the vessel received a satisfactory PSC
report and was able to proceed without any delay. Had the Liberian Administration inspector
not been present, the vessel would have been subject to a USCG detention.

Celebrating 70 years
of quality service
Seventy years ago, the oil tanker “World
Peace”, owned by Greek shipping magnate Stavros Niarchos, became the first
vessel to fly the Liberian flag. Fittingly,
then, anniversary celebrations were
held on 30 May this year at the Stavros
Niarchos Foundation Cultural Centre
in Athens, Greece. The Registry honoured five Greek shipping leaders with
the Liberian Maritime Commissioner’s
Award for Excellence for their support of
the Liberian Maritime programme and
for their contribution to society at large.
Meanwhile, this year’s anniversary
celebrations have not been limited to
Greece. More than 190 distinguished
guests from all over Europe attended
our remarkable 70th anniversary celebrations on the tenth floor of the
International Maritime Museum in
Hamburg, Germany on June 26th. Dr
James Kollie, Liberia Maritime Authority
Commissioner, told attendees that the
Registry’s success is only made possible
by the loyalty and support of its business
partners. He also took the opportunity
to present the Commissioners Award
for Excellence to some of the Registry’s
most loyal clients.
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LIBERIA’S EXPANDING FLEET

USCG report confirms stellar PSC record

T

he Liberian Registry has seen a 62 percent
reduction in vessel detentions in the United
States over the past three years and, for
the fifteenth year in a row, is not among those
flags targeted by the US Coast Guard (USCG).

Pictured is the 149,999-dwt tanker KASOS, built
for Dynacom Tanker Management by New Times
Shipbuilding in China. Dynacom, Liberia’s largest client in Greece in terms of numbers of ships and deadweight tonnes, was honoured during Liberia’s 70th
anniversary celebrations when its founder George
Procopiou was awarded the Liberian Maritime
Authority’s Commissioner’s Award for Excellence.

Adding to Liberia’s rapid growth this year is Erica
Navigation’s 250,000 dwt newbuilding ore carrier NSU XANDU. The vessel was built by Namura
Shipbuilding in Japan. Thank you, Erica Navigation,
for your support of the Registry.

LISCR CCO Alfonso Castillero, says, “Despite
efforts made by other flags to confuse the industry, the USCG 2017 Annual Performance Report
for Port State Control (PSC) makes it clear that,
far from being targeted by the US Coast Guard,
Liberia continues to provide effective, quality
compliance solutions for its fleet. Liberia is not
on the list of USCG-targeted vessels.”
The Liberian Registry continues to improve its
PSC performance year after year, and currently
has the fifth most vessels of any flag state
enrolled in the USCG’s Qualship 21 programme.
In addition, it is White-Listed by the Paris MoU
and the Tokyo MoU. Indeed, it had the lowest
detention rate of all major flags (1.67%) in the
2017 Paris MoU. It has also recorded a 20%
reduction in detentions over the last three years
under the Tokyo MoU, thanks to a 2% detention
ratio change during that period.
In China, meanwhile, Liberia has achieved a
41% reduction in detentions thus far in 2018

– the biggest such decrease in detentions of any
major flag over the past three years. Finally, in
Australia, there has been a 49% reduction in
detentions of Liberian-flag ships over the last
three years and a 6.4% detention ratio change
over that period, which is the biggest positive
change of all major flags in Australia.
Alfonso Castillero says, “With the use of a fully
staffed Risk Assessment Department at its US
head office, the Registry works with its clients
to ensure that their vessels are well-prepared for
port calls in the world’s high-focus jurisdictions.
This is one reason why the registry has seen such
an impressive increase in growth recently and
expanded into new markets. Last year we were
the fastest growing flag in South Korea, and we
have opened three new offices in China simply
to keep up with demand. Value-added services
such as SeaSafe, meanwhile, help us maintain
our position as the largest open registry in
Greece.
“The Registry continues to work closely with
owners and managers to keep their vessels
operating safely and efficiently. Our PSC record
shows how effectively this is working.”

Innovation and technology
MoU established with China
Classification Society

U

Congratulations to Ta-Ho Maritime Corporation on
registering its first ship under the Liberian flag. The
84,625-dwt bulk carrier TAHO EUROPE was built
by Oshima Shipbuilding in Japan and was delivered
recently to its owners in Taiwan. Welcome aboard the
Liberian fleet!

nder the terms of a new framework cooperation Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the China Classification Society
(CCS), the Liberian Registry’s technical competence
will be employed to help shipyards and shipowners
improve their innovative strategies. The CCS MoU
has a particular focus on innovation and technology within the international regulatory framework and maritime sector projects. It is an extension to
the governmental Maritime Transport Agreement between China and Liberia which entered into force
in February 2016.
The MoU is the most recent agreement between the Liberian Registry and reputable, high-quality
stakeholders in the Chinese shipbuilding industry. The Registry has also signed ten MoUs with leading
shipyards, shipyard groups and ship design companies in China in order to create a platform for the
exchange of market intelligence, innovation and technological development.
A streamlined Ship Newbuild Services facility is also available to Liberian-flag shipowners through
dedicated joint industry ship design projects. The intention is to produce quality, innovative ships
capable of high performance levels and outstanding Port State Control performance, in compliance
with all rules and regulations.

Taiwanese owner Wisdom Marine Lines recently took
delivery of the 55,000-dwt newbuilding bulk carrier AMIS NATURE, its first registered vessel in the
Liberian fleet, built by Japanese shipbuilder Kawasaki
Heavy Industries. The Registry welcomes Wisdom
Lines to its fleet!

LISCR Technical Director Thomas Klenum says, “Through MoUs, the Liberian Administration will be
involved in the process of ship design and construction from the beginning, which will improve efficiency in meeting IMO requirements at the most cost-efficient phase of shipbuilding projects.”
Meanwhile, LISCR CEO Scott Bergeron says, “The CCS MoU will enable the Registry to expand its
continually growing fleet numbers with ships of the highest quality, able to operate competitively in
today’s challenging industry.”

WayPoint upgrade achieves new levels of electronic
document verification

L

iberia continues to deploy significant
improvements to its state-of-the-art webbased client interface system,
WayPoint, by enhancing certificate
security features, introducing a
QR Code symbol for electronic
certificates and streamlining
the procedure for document
verification.
WayPoint was launched in late2016 to provide the owners and
operators of Liberian-flag ships with
secure, real-time, user-friendly access to their
fleet details, as well as to facilitate International
Convention certification applications. It was
upgraded last year to include a number of major
improvements designed to help owners and
operators to manage their fleet-wide regulatory
compliance issues more efficiently.
Liberia has now started including QR Codes to
enhance the document verification process. This
means that Port State Control and other interested parties can quickly scan the QR matrix barcode via their mobile phones, whereafter they
will be directed to the verification page. The QR
code and the Registry’s tracking identification

(TID) number will also be clickable if viewed on
a computer, whereafter users will be directed to
the verification page, where a verification
copy of the document can be viewed
and downloaded. In addition to
these public-facing features, a
variety of embedded security
features are also being deployed
to enhance the integrity of
Liberia’s electronic certificates.
LISCR CEO Scott Bergeron says,
“Liberia was the first flag state to make
widespread use of electronic certificates in 2009.
We are very happy to see other flags and recognized organizations follow our lead with their
own electronic certifications. As technology
evolves, so does the need to ensure that security
and verification features are robust enough to
meet cyber challenges. With this latest update,
Liberia has further strengthened its reputation
as the world’s most technologically advanced
and sophisticated ship register, taking the pain
and expense of document verification away from
owners and operators and freeing up their time
to concentrate on making their vessels safer and
more profitable.”

Honouring William Wu

I

t is with a heavy heart that we report the passing of William Wu, our
former Executive Vice President and Deputy Commissioner.

William represented the Liberian Registry in Hong Kong and the Far East
for over 35 years before retiring from LISCR. A marine engineer, he graduated from Maine Maritime and was responsible for establishing many of
our strong and long-standing relationships with Asian clients.
Before retiring, William shared the following with LISCR CEO Scott
Bergeron: “It is hard to summarize in a nutshell my 30-plus years of
experience with the Liberian Registry. Navigating the rough seas in the 80s and 90s was not easy,
but our faith and confidence got us through all difficulties and that’s what helped make our Registry
stronger than the others. I am proud to be a member of such a quality and well-recognized Registry.”

IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU… During one of Liberia’s recent routine flag safety inspections,
the bosun of a vessel was conducting a Liberian Administration inspector around the deck when they
discovered an open hatch to a ballast tank. In the absence of any signage or safety lines usually deployed
when work is being performed in a tank, the bosun moved to close the hatch. Thinking quickly, the
inspector asked the bosun to wait and then called down into the tank. To the surprise of both, a feeble
voice responded. Reacting quickly, the inspector instructed the bosun to notify the captain and to enact
the enclosed space entry procedures. Thankfully, the crew member in the tank was able to climb out with
minimal assistance.

Later, after discussing the incident with the captain, the inspector convened an emergency safety meeting to remind the crew of enclosed space entry requirements and safe working practices. It transpired
that the crew member had been assigned to conduct a sediment inspection of the tank, but even though
several others knew he would be in the tank, they failed to make the proper notifications and preparations. This incident almost resulted in a crew member losing his life, and the crew received a stark
reminder that day of what can happen when procedures are ignored for the sake of speed.

ON THE REGISTER

L

Steve Bomgardner

iberia is the fastest growing open registry in the offshore industry, due in no
small part to LISCR’s policy of recruiting experienced professionals with practical experience of this specialist sector. Steve
Bomgardner is a case in point.

Steve joined LISCR in October 2017, and
today is Director of the Offshore Services
team. He spent the first fifteen years of his
career working all over the world in the offshore drilling sector, conducting onshore
and offshore operations. He was one of the
youngest in the industry to sail as master of a
seventh-generation drillship and has worked
with industry-leading operators of some of
the most technologically advanced mobile
offshore drilling units in the world.
Steve uses his network of industry contacts to
help provide the very highest level of service
to the Registry’s clients, who include drilling
contractors, oil majors, offshore construction
companies, dive support service providers,
wind farm installation specialists, accommodation vessel experts, and others.
He says, “LISCR is a great place to work,
operating alongside experienced individuals
and forward-thinkers. We are ahead of other
registries with our technology. For me, that is
important as the world is moving more and
more into the technology age and demand
for those types of services are increasing.
The people here make LISCR what it is. From
headquarters to all of the regional offices,
they all play an important role in what makes
LISCR a great place to work.”
Outside LISCR, Steve likes nothing more
than spending time with his girlfriend and
their dog Zoey. He says, “I love football and
am a big Baltimore Ravens fan. Travelling is
also something my girlfriend and I enjoy, and
we have recently visited Poland, Croatia and
Italy. Hopefully, we will see a lot more of the
world together in years to come.”
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