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Liberia completes
first SRPS audit for
MLC compliance

Liberian-flag fleet doubles in 10 years

T

he Liberian-flag fleet posted record growth
figures in 2010 and has now doubled in size
in the 10 years since the management of
the Liberian Registry was assumed by the Liberian
International Ship & Corporate Registry (LISCR, LLC).
The fleet now numbers more than 3,500 ships aggregating over 113m gross tons, covering all vessel
types and a wide range of countries. Today, Liberia is
firmly established as the flag of choice for many of
the world’s leading ship owners and operators.

The G Whale took Liberia over the 3500-vessel mark.

The fleet was boosted by 586 new registrations last
year. Of these, 149 were newbuildings. Net growth
was 338 vessels, aggregating 13.6m gt. Bulk carriers, tankers and container vessels accounted for the
majority of the new registrations, but there were also
more than 140 other vessels in different categories.
The average age of the 586 new registrations was
5.46 years, compared to the 17.32 average age of
those vessels removed from the Registry. The average age of the Liberian-flag fleet is now just 12
years, having started 2010 at 14.2 years.

Scott Bergeron, Chief Operating Officer of LISCR,
says, “Increasingly, Liberia is the flag being selected by quality-minded, discerning operators looking for a like-minded, responsive open register
with a first-class safety record. The phenomenal
growth under LISCR management is testament
to the quality of service provided by the Liberian
Registry. Furthermore, throughout the course of
this rapid expansion, Liberia’s Port State Control
performance and its ranking with all independent rating bodies have been outstanding. We
will continue to seek further selective, planned
growth of our quality fleet, the average age of
which is falling significantly as more and more
owners entrust their new ships to the Registry.”
Liberia passed the 3,500-vessel mark with the
registration of the 319,000 dwt oil/ore carrier
G Whale, built by Hyundai Heavy Industries in
Korea to Lloyd’s Register class for operation by
Taiwan Maritime Transportation Co., Ltd. of Taiwan. Scott Bergeron says, “We are delighted to
share this milestone registration with Mr Nobu
Su’s innovative company, TMT, and are particularly satisfied to see continued growth in our Far
East client base.
“The milestones are coming thick and fast for
the Liberian Registry. You don’t get to double
your numbers without providing a product and
a service that your clients really want. And we
have done that in an extremely difficult year for
shipping and for the world economy. The real test
of any service provider comes in times of difficulty, rather than in the good years. But we are
confident that there are good years ahead, and
over the next 10 years and beyond, Liberia will be
there at the side of its loyal customers.”

www.liscr.com

The Liberian Registry has carried out
the first SRPS (Seafarer Recruitment
and Placement Services) audit for compliance with the ILO Maritime Labour
Convention, 2006, ahead of its entry
into force. SRPS, including those operating in a country that has not ratified
the convention, must conform to MLC
Convention requirements, if they plan
to provide services to shipowners.
The audit was performed on behalf of Anglo Eastern Ship Management, at its offices in Mumbai, India,
in February. The lead auditor was
Anthony Geegbae from the US offices of the Liberian Registry. Two Mumbai-based auditors, representing the
Liberian Administration, were also in
attendance.
Commending Anglo Eastern and
its staff for their professionalism
in maintaining a high standard of
operations, the auditors recorded no
deficiencies, and the Liberian Administration will now issue the relevant
certification accordingly.
Liberia has consistently been a strong
supporter and advocate of the Maritime Labour Convention. Capt David
Pascoe, Senior VP, Maritime Operations & Standards for the Liberian
Registry, says, “It is vital that we take
the initiative on MLC which, for the
most part, merely formalises many of
the systems, procedures and agreements that quality shipowners already have in place relative to seafarer concerns.
“MLC promises to bring a new level
of openness and communication
that will help eliminate many of the
frustrations and insecurities that seafarers have with their shipowners,
managers and crewing agents, particularly because everything between
them will be transparent, open and,
ultimately, audited.”

Liberia issues new
anti-piracy guidance

T

he Liberian Administration has recently issued new guidance and
clarification for companies that
own, manage or operate Liberianflagged vessels and may be considering
the deployment of onboard armed security guards in HighRisk Waters. This document clarifies the current Liberian Administration
policy but does not alter existing law, and addresses frequently asked
questions regarding the carriage of arms and armed guards.

Pictured from left to right: Mr Emmanuel Reeves, Deputy
Commissioner for Maritime Affairs, Liberia Maritime Authority;
Mr Jonathan Spremulli, Liberian Registry London Office General Manager; Mr Efthimios Mitropoulos, Secretary-General of
the IMO; Mr Binyah C. Kesselly, Commissioner Liberia Maritime
Authority; Mrs Margaret Ansumana, Deputy Commissioner for
Maritime Affairs, Liberia Maritime Authority.

Liberia’s IMO contribution is single
largest payment from a member state

T

he Republic of Liberia has paid in full its Annual
Assessment Contribution for 2011 to the International Maritime Organisation. On Wednesday,
February 2, 2011, Binyah C Kesselly, Commissioner of the
Liberia Maritime Authority and new Permanent Representative to IMO for Liberia, presented IMO SecretaryGeneral Efthimios E Mitropoulos with a cheque for the
sum of £2,826,000 ($4.52m) to cover the 2011 payment.
Mr Mitropoulos confirmed that this is the single largest
payment the IMO has received at one time from a member state.
The IMO assessment is based on the size of the fleet
under the registers of individual countries. The Liberian
fleet now exceeds 113m gross tons, making it the world’s
second largest ship registry.
Mr Kesselly says, “The prompt payment of such a significant sum of money, at a time of continuing worldwide
economic downturn, underlines the Liberian government’s recognition of the vital role that shipping plays
in Liberia’s economy, and the equally vital role that Liberia plays in world shipping. It also demonstrates the importance that Liberia attaches to the work of the IMO in
promoting safe and efficient shipping as well as the invaluable work of the IMO Secretariat.”
Mr Kesselly took the opportunity to thank Mr Mitropoulos for the support provided by the IMO in setting up and
opening the Maritime Training Institute in Liberia. For his
part, Mr Mitropoulos wished Liberia well in its efforts to
once more become an IMO Council member.
Also present at the official payment ceremony were
Margaret Ansumana and Emmanuel Reeves, Deputy Commissioners for Maritime Affairs of the Liberia Maritime
Authority, and Jonathan Spremulli, General Manager of
the Liberian Registry’s London Office.

The Liberian Administration is determined to continue pursuing ways to
contribute to the global anti-piracy effort and to aid shipowners in this
unremitting undertaking. As part of that commitment, senior members of
the Liberian Government and representatives from LISCR’s Security and
Investigations departments were present at a meeting of Working Group
3 of the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of Somalia (CGPCS) which
was held on February 28, 2011, at the US Department of State Headquarters. The main issues discussed related to implementation of – and
compliance with – Best Management Practice (BMP3), guidance to seafarers regarding piracy, Convoy Escorts, and Self-Defence Guidelines for
Unarmed /Armed Security Teams.
Unfortunately, and despite the relentless efforts of Liberia and other sovereign nations, the piracy problem in the region persists and is expected
to continue. As a consequence, the need for naval protection, government involvement and additional merchant vessel protection measures
is likely to continue for some considerable time.
The Liberian Registry offers an innovative CBT course designed to help
the crews of vessels operating in High Risk Waters (HRW) avoid, deter
or delay acts of piracy and comply with the industry’s best management
practices. Using state-of-the-art computer-based tools, the course provides a concise, multimedia-rich, interactive, self-learning programme.
For additional details please visit http://www.liscr.com/liscr/PiracyPrevention/tabid/222/Default.aspx

Block fees for MLC

I

n the interests of the seafarers who sail on its vessels, the Liberian
Registry fully supports implementation of the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 and is well ahead of other registries in its planning in this
regard. And in the interests of shipowners and operators it has devised a
Block Fee concept for MLC verification inspections and certification. Under
this scheme, owners and operators have the option to pay individually for
specific MLC services, including issuance, review, acceptance and amendment procedures, or they can enter into an MLC Block Fee agreement,
which will result in significant financial savings. For more details, contact
David Pascoe at: mlc@liscr.com

Liberia on OECD White List
At the end of February, Liberia signed a Tax Information Exchange
Agreement (TIEA) with Ghana. This is the twelfth TIEA signed by Liberia,
which means that it is now on the OECD White List of those jurisdictions
which have implemented the internationally agreed tax standard.

Liberian President nominated
for Nobel Peace Prize

On the Register

E

llen Johnson-Sirleaf, the President of Liberia, has been nominated
for the 2011 Nobel Peace Prize. The nomination provides international recognition of the tremendous advances made by Liberia
since President Johnson-Sirleaf took elected office in January 2006.
Initiatives taken since President Johnson-Sirleaf assumed office quickly
established a programme for reform and renewal to help crack down
on corruption, increase transparency, and strengthen the rule of law in Liberia. This has made the country an attractive option for foreign investment and home to the world’s second-largest ship registry,
which has doubled in size to more than 3,500 ships over the past 10 years.
Progress has been so spectacular that the World Bank listed Liberia as one of the 10 most improved
business reformers in its Doing Business 2010 report. The prospects for further economic improvement
are very promising, and the governments of a number of leading international nations have written off
Liberian debt in recognition of the ongoing reforms taking place in the country.

Liberia and US Navy to host security seminar

T

he Liberian Registry and the US Navy will host a joint event in May in Hamburg and Leer. The objective is to create an open forum involving shipping companies, the US Navy and the Registry for
the exchange of ideas and discussion of the latest developments in maritime security and safety
issues, thus providing guidance to shipowners. The US Navy plans to have David Parr (Maritime Liaison Unit MARLU), CDR Dave Flowers (Europe/Africa Commanding Officer), Capt Mike Lodge (MARLU
Bahrain Commanding Officer), and a representative from the 5th Fleet Staff in attendance for the event.

Regional management meeting
cooks up new objectives
Managers from the Registry’s worldwide
offices gathered from January 10 to 12 in
Vienna, Virginia, for their regional seminar. As well as reviewing performance
and developments over the past year, the
meeting also outlined the Registry’s objectives for 2011.

LISCR Regional Manager 2011 Meeting, Vienna,
VA: team-building event at Cookology

Pictured from left to right: Tommy Ngo,
Greg Maj, David Muir, Michalis Pantazopoulos,
David Pascoe

These objectives include implementation
of MLC 2006 and continuance of the specialised training of auditors to perform
verification inspections and issuance of
MLC certificates to Liberian-flagged vessels, as well as the continued improvement of existing client services and the
development of new ones. The meeting
also featured a workshop on Identifying
Challenges and Desired Outcomes, led by
guest facilitator John Mullins.
Time was set aside in the evenings for
team-building events, including a competitive cooking challenge hosted by
Cookology Recreational Culinary School,
and an action-packed scavenger hunt
at the International Spy Museum in
Washington, DC.

International tax expert Hilary Spilkin
has been appointed Vice-President &
Director of Corporate Registry by the
Liberian Corporate Registry. Hilary is
qualified to practise law in both the
United States and South Africa, and is
fluent in English, French and Spanish.
Following a two-year spell as a barrister/advocate to the Supreme Court of
South Africa in Johannesburg, she has
occupied senior positions as a tax and
legal consultant with leading international firms in London and California.
She has also worked in private practice
as a legal and international tax consultant in California and Tel Aviv, Israel.
Most recently, she has been working,
in the US and London, under contract
to a Florida-headquartered Private
Wealth Bank, implementing compliance protocols and operating systems.
Hilary says, “I am very excited at the
opportunity to be working for one of
the world’s leading corporate registries. Liberia is widely acknowledged
as a highly efficient, secure and strategic jurisdiction for international investors. Its international ship registry has
long been recognised globally for its
professionalism and commitment to
safety, as well as its cost-effectiveness.
“There has never been a more appropriate time for companies and
individuals to take advantage of this
reputable and experienced offshore
registry. I am looking forward to further expanding the Liberian corporate
operation, which is undergoing a period of healthy and planned growth.
It is operating in a highly competitive area, where trust, security and
professionalism are fundamental requirements for prospective investors,
as are transparency and accessibility.
Liberia’s Corporate Registry provides
all these qualities, and it is my aim to
help it do so even more effectively.”
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