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Liberia supports new reporting
procedures for violence at sea

O

ver the past couple of years, thousands of
seafarers have been subjected to gunfire,
beatings, confinement and, in some cases,
torture. Yet the human cost of piracy is still underreported and misunderstood by the public. Based on
its concern about the increasing violence faced by
seafarers during dangerous transits through the Gulf
of Aden and the Indian Ocean, the Liberian Maritime
Administration has confirmed its support for new reporting procedures to provide better documentation
of the violence faced by ships’ crews.

Together with the maritime authorities in Panama
and the Marshall Islands, Liberia has signed a declaration affirming its commitment to supply the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) with information the Flag State receives following acts of piracy or
armed robbery.
The IMO was identified as the appropriate body to
collate and report such information by the Oceans

Beyond Piracy Project, a collaborative initiative
sponsored by the US-based One Earth Future
Foundation (OEF). The OEF is a private foundation committed to seeking effective solutions
to emerging governance challenges. The aim of
Oceans Beyond Piracy is to engage and mobilise
maritime stakeholders affected by piracy.
In the Human Cost of Somali Piracy Report published in June this year by Oceans Beyond Piracy,
it is noted that, during the course of 2010, 4,185
seafarers were attacked with firearms and rocket-propelled grenades. Meanwhile, 342 seafarers
survived incidents in ships’ reinforced citadels,
1,090 were taken hostage, and 516 were used
as human shields.
Scott Bergeron, CEO of LISCR, says, “Liberia has
taken a proactive and committed stance to fiercely
combating the scourge of piracy which is currently
threatening the lives of thousands of innocent
seafarers each year. We are very pleased to join
with Panama and the Marshall Islands in signing the declaration on new reporting procedures.
Together, these three flags represent more than
forty per cent of the world’s registered tonnage,
making this an extremely powerful declaration.”
The declaration was signed by representatives of
the three maritime authorities at a ceremony on
August 3, 2011 in Washington DC, attended by
Oceans Beyond Piracy and by the International
Maritime Bureau.
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Liberian Registry grants
honorary master’s licence to
Mission to Seafarers director
The Registry awarded an honorary Master’s Licence to the Revd Canon Ken Peters,
Director of Justice & Welfare for the Mission
to Seafarers, in recognition of the generous
and continued support he has provided
with Liberia’s Maritime Labour Convention
(MLC, 2006) Inspector Training Courses.
Presenting the award during the Mission
to Seafarers Reception at Lambeth Palace
in London in September, Michalis Pantazopoulos, Senior Vice-President of the Liberian Registry, noted that Revd Peters has
been instrumental in the global training of
Liberia’s inspectors as the Registry prepares
them for the task of assisting Liberian-flag
shipowners implement MLC, 2006.
Mr. Pantazopoulos said, “Revd Peters has
generously provided his inspirational lecture for a number of Liberian MLC Inspector
Courses, discussing with more than 80 Liberian inspectors the core underlying principle
of the MLC convention - protection of the
interests and welfare of seafarers. We plan
to train an additional 200 inspectors during
a series of upcoming MLC courses. Revd
Peters’ message has provided Liberia’s inspectors with value-added knowledge and
essential skills which they can use when
conducting MLC inspections.”
LISCR CEO Scott Bergeron noted, “We are
very grateful to Revd Peters — I suppose
we should now call him Captain Reverend
Peters - for all his hard work and inspirational input to the Registry’s efforts to
promote and implement MLC, 2006.”

Scott Bergeron appointed
CEO of LISCR

S
Pictured in the photo, from left to right: Peter Wölk, Silke
Wagenseil, Afra Geykye, Anja Funk, Christine Stopka, Simone
Schepers, Jörg Molzahn, Wolfgang Werner, Cathrin Pieper,
Wolfgang Loy, Kristina Knuth, Suwarie Topaz, Jeanne Voigt,
and Bouchra Many.

The Liberian Registry can
see the forest for the trees
In August, the Liberian Registry’s Hamburg office participated in a team-building event in the Kletterwald climbing
park, where groups are able to take part in tree-climbing
tours. The aim of the exercise is to improve teamwork by
enabling group members to help each other solve difficult
situations. Individual team members are pushed to their
limits while climbing heights of 4-6 metres. Jorg Molzhan,
General Manager of the Liberian Registry’s Hamburg Office, noted, “Our staff enjoyed the excursion and we were
able to bring together people from different departments.”

cott Bergeron has been appointed Chief Executive Officer of LISCR, having previously served as Chief Operating
Officer since joining the registry
in 2000. Yoram Cohen and Adam
Cohen will meanwhile remain
as Chairman and Executive ViceChairman, respectively, in which
capacities they will continue their
active leadership of LISCR’s operations, and governance over its
strategic direction and cohesive
management.

Scott Bergeron, CEO

Yoram Cohen says, “We are delighted that Scott has agreed to accept
the appointment as CEO. He is an experienced shipping professional who
understands what responsible ship owners and operators want from a
modern ship registry. His organisational leadership, business acumen and
commercial drive make him ideally suited to this role. We are happy to
have him as part of our team.”
Adam Cohen adds, “With the help of the Liberian Maritime Authority,
Scott and LISCR’s professional staff, the Liberian Registry has enjoyed
a period of remarkable growth since LISCR assumed management responsibility for the flag in 2000. In that time, the Liberian-flag fleet has
more than doubled in size. Today, it stands at more than 3,700 vessels,
aggregating over 120m gross tons — an all-time record. I am certain
that Scott will drive the registry on to even greater heights.”
Scott Bergeron, says, “I am honoured to accept this new appointment.
I am proud of what LISCR has achieved over the past ten years and
grateful to my colleagues who have been essential in achieving this success. As with every other aspect of shipping, it is about the people, not
simply the numbers. While the Liberian-flag fleet has been growing, the
registry has continued to expand on its capabilities and experience, earn
independent recognition of its technical and operational excellence and
improve its outstanding safety record.”
Promising to build on LISCR’s successful track record as a premier shipping registry, Scott says, “The fleet is still growing — by more than 20
per cent over the past twelve months in terms of numbers of ships, and
more than 10 per cent when measured in gross tons. There is more to
come. Our success is down to teamwork, and I relish the opportunity to
continue working with Yoram and Adam and my colleagues at LISCR,
and the Liberian Government, to provide a service which responsible ship
owners clearly need and want.”

Pictured is a recent addition to the Liberian-flag fleet, the
38,529 dwt bulk carrier “Turquoise Ocean”. The vessel was
built this year at Minaminippon Shipbuilding, in Japan, for
Santoku Senpaku Co Ltd.

Scott is also one of ten new board members recently appointed as directors of the Virginia Port Authority Board of Commissioners, which has
long-term aspirations to become the largest container port on the US
east coast. Scott says, “I regard this appointment as a compliment, both
to the Liberian Registry and on a personal level.”

Liberia excels in PSC performance

On the Register

T

he safety of its ships, and the welfare of those who sail on them, is the number one priority for the
Liberian Registry. Liberia is extremely proud of its record in this respect, and of the independent
verification that it continues to receive.

This past year the Liberian Registry was featured on the White List of all Port State Control Memorandums of Understanding, worldwide. The Registry was also rated as a low-risk flag by the Paris MoU and
nominated to the US Coast Guard’s Qualship 21 programme.
There is a recognised element of risk in all shipping operations, but Liberia works diligently to minimise and
eliminate such risks. As part of its ongoing efforts to improve performance, the Registry refines the procedures
and criteria covering the operation of Liberian-flagged ships. The Administration communicates additional
PSC inspection information to vessel owners, operators and managers in order to help identify high-risk ports,
to understand the manner in which PSC targets vessels, and to confirm new areas of PSC focus.
In addition, the Registry monitors PSC campaigns and provides guidance to vessel operators through its
Marine Operations Notes and Advisories. Liberia’s Administration also monitors the location of ‘vessels of
interest’ using Notice of Arrival (NOA) reports and Liberia’s unique fleet-tracking system. Other initiatives
include reviewing pre-arrival sheets provided by vessel operators, conducting additional safety and audit
inspections and issuing dispensations as necessary. The Registry reviews all detention cases with the vessel’s Designated Person Ashore and the Recognized Organisation to ensure that effective corrective action
is taken where necessary, or to appeal any detention deemed invalid by the administration.
Liberia appreciates the value and credibility of Port State Control, and is committed to assisting its clients
in upholding PSC’s standards and requirements.

What people are saying about the Liberian Registry...
“We just want to extend our thanks to the team at the Liberian Registry for
their assistance. We are most grateful for the support that we received from
the staff during this survey period, and we appreciate your willingness to
respond to our requests so promptly.”
—Mr. Milton Gonzales, Technical Department Director, General Maritime Management, LLC

Liberia completes latest MLC, 2006 training course

T

he Liberian Registry
conducted a Maritime
Labour Convention Flag
State Inspector Course from
August 29 to September 2,
2011 in Piraeus, Greece. This
was the fourth course in a series conducted by the Registry
to prepare its inspectors for
the MLC, 2006 services Liberia offers its clients with the upcoming ratification and implementation of
the Convention.
The attendees who successfully completed and passed the MLC, 2006 courses will be qualified to conduct MLC, 2006 inspection and certification duties, as well as ILO 92 and ILO 133 certifications on board
Liberian-flagged vessels. In addition, they will be certified to conduct SRPS audits and DMLC-II reviews.
A total of 26 delegates attended the Piraeus course, mostly from Europe and Africa. Alphard Romero
and Cedric D’Souza of the Liberian Registry led the course instruction, and Revd Canon Ken Peters,
Welfare & Justice Director of the Mission to Seafarers, also provided a lecture.

Before joining the Registry in July,
2002, Carl Drumgoole served for
three years as third mate with the
U.S. Military Sealift Command and
the Master Mates and Pilots union.
During that time, he sailed around
the world, entering war zones and
high-risk piracy areas in support of
U.S. Naval operations. Nowadays his
life is less perilous, but he is enjoying it nonetheless.
Carl is a Manager & Evaluator in the
Seafarers’ Department. In 1999, he
graduated from the U.S. Merchant
Marine Academy at Kings Point,
majoring in marine transportation.
A native of Baltimore, Maryland,
he interesting enough has a family connection with Liberia, as his
mother lived in the country during
the 1960s while his grandfather was
under assignment for the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID).
Carl oversees the Registry’s Seafarer
Examination and Training Centre
and course approval programs and
also evaluates SEA System electronic seafarer applications. What
he enjoys most about his job is the
innovative freedom to create programs for the benefit of the Registry’s clients without the restraint of
unnecessary bureaucracy.
Carl lives in Harpers Ferry, West
Virginia, with his wife and son. His
wife is a college professor of literature and, in the near future, a published author. Carl’s hobbies include
canoeing and fishing the Shenandoah River and hiking the Appalachian Trail. He also enjoys making
wine and brewing his own beer. He
is an avid member of a non-profit
organisation, which serves the local community through projects
focused on the preservation and
beautification of the Appalachian
Trail and Shenandoah River and,
ultimately, Chesapeake Bay.
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