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BWMC amendments are good for
shipping and environment

T

he Liberian Maritime Administration has
welcomed an agreement reached by
the IMO Marine Environment Protection
Committee (MEPC) on an implementation schedule for the Ballast Water Management
Convention (BWMC) which broadly incorporates
the terms of an amendment initially proposed by
Liberia.
It was decided at the 71st session of the MEPC
(MEPC 71) in London that ships built after 8 September 2017 should have a ballast water management system (BWMS) installed upon delivery. Existing ships, however, will have until their first or
second MARPOL Annex I IOPPC renewal survey after 8 September 2019 to install a BWMS, depending on when the survey occurs.
What is effectively a two-year deferral on the implementation schedule for existing ships will be incorporated in the BWMC as new Regulation B-3, which
sets out the timeframe for when ships should install
a BWMS. The wording in Paragraph 10, meanwhile,
reflects the desire by IMO member states to limit
any further decoupling of the MARPOL Annex I
IOPP Certificate from other convention certificates
before the 8 September 2019 cut-off date.
LISCR Chief Commercial Officer Alfonso Castillero

says, “We want to thank the industry and all member states for the key role they played in securing
this agreement. Liberia was one of the first administrations to ratify the convention, and is entirely committed to its effective and smooth implementation.
But the existence of important practical and technical considerations compelled it to seek the support
of other stakeholders in securing an equitable implementation date for the BWM Convention.
“Liberia began proposing amendments to the convention at earlier sessions of MEPC, in the belief that
the proposed implementation schedule was unworkable within the predicted time-frame and given the
availability of BWMS. Following last year’s MEPC70
meeting, where no clear decision was taken on the
two sets of draft amendments, Liberia initiated discussions with other interested IMO member states
and industry organizations to develop a single unified
amendment taking into account parts of both drafts.
“Liberia is delighted that MEPC 71 approved the draft
amendments, with a view to eventual adoption at
MEPC 72. The decision is timely and will ensure that
the necessary pieces are in place for shipping and other stakeholders to effectively and smoothly implement
the convention, with consequent positive implications
for the protection of the marine environment.”
Pictured are the 113,000 dwt oil tanker
“AQUAPAMPERO”, built in March
2017 by Samsung Heavy Industries Co,
Ltd, and the 115,000 dwt oil tanker
“AQUALIBERTY” built by Samsung in
2011. Both of these ships entered the
Liberian Registry as newbuildings by
Unisea Shipping Ltd.

Ballast water roundtable with USCG

T

he Liberian Registry recently
co-hosted a round-table discussion with the U.S. Coast Guard
(USCG) and twelve shipping companies to debate topical issues relating
to ballast water. USCG Captain Scott
Kelly gave a thorough overview of the
U.S. ballast water regulations, and
explained how the U.S. regulations
and type approval ratings differ from
those prescribed by the IMO, and how
there are no plans to change this. He
outlined the various systems and the
complex challenges facing owners
and operators, and the options available to achieve compliance with the
U.S. and international regulations.
More systems and more USCG guidance are undoubtedly on the way.
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ITF acknowledges Liberia as a quality flag

T

Upon receipt of notification of a vessel’s arrival in the
he Liberian Registry
U.S., and after risk analysis, the Liberian Administration
has welcomed an
contacted the vessel to conduct a special safety inspecacknowledgment of
its quality status from the Intion which identified 6 deficiencies. It was discovered
ternational Transport Workers
that the vessel’s abandon ship drill had not been
Federation
(ITF).
performed and the crew needed training. In addition, paint cans were stored above the sprinkler
During a recent meeting at ITF
headquarters in London, hosted in
system in the paint locker. This intervention by
collaboration with the International
Liberia avoided a possible detention by the
Maritime Employers’ Council (IMEC), ITF
USCG, who attended the vessel soon
maritime
co-ordinator Jacqueline Smith deafter the flag State inspection.

scribed Liberia as a ‘quality register’. Moreover,
she said that Liberia was ‘in fact better than
many national flag administrations.’
LISCR CEO Scott Bergeron says, “After 17 years
of overseeing the Liberian flag fleet, it was refreshing to hear such an honest assessment from
an organisation which until now has insisted on
using the pejorative term ‘flag of convenience’ to
describe Liberia’s maritime administration, despite overwhelming independent evidence of its
position as one of the world’s safest and highestquality flags.
“The time has come to put an end to the outdated thinking which results in all open registers,
irrespective of their safety record, being referred
to as ‘flags of convenience.’ Let’s call them ‘open
registers’ or, better still, just ‘ship registries’, and
let them stand on their records.

“The ITF has done an outstanding job for its
members over the past 120 years and more, but
there is no need for its thinking to be 120 years
out-of-date. Much has changed over the intervening years. Everywhere, every day, we see a more
enlightened approach adopted to misguided and
outdated attitudes, customs and even nomenclature. So why not in shipping, too?
“There is nothing wrong with an international
ship registry system which allows a shipowner to
be based in a country other than the state whose
flag the ship flies. There must be a balance between the commercial advantages of selecting a
flag and the need to discourage the use of flags
that do not meet their international obligations.
The International Chamber of Shipping (ICS),
among others, has said as much itself.
“It is time to choose our words more carefully,
more fairly, and to judge flags on their safety record, their responsiveness, their quality, and the
alacrity with which they support well-founded
international rules and regulations. It is not in the
best interests of the shipping industry for there
to be bad blood between the ITF and responsible
open ship registries. Communication and collaboration is the way forward. Liberia welcomes its
new-found status at the ITF, and looks forward to
working with it towards a safer and fairer shipping industry.”

Liberian Registry’s Cyber and Ship Security Training Module
released during cyber security awareness month
The “Liberian Dragons” rowing team at this year’s
Annual OSCAR Dragon Boat Race.

Liberian Dragons
row for OSCAR

C

yber-attacks attacks have been identified as among the most
serious emerging threats to the security of today’s shipping
industry. Over 40% of crew members have reportedly sailed
on a vessel that has become infected with a virus or malware — and
only 1 in 8 crew members have received cyber-security training.

In September, the Liberian Registry sponsored
and participated in the fourth annual OSCAR
Dragon Boat Race during this year’s London
International Shipping Week. Scott Bergeron,
Christian Mollitor, Kostas Ladas, Gerard Kenny
and Merle Stilkenbäumer, in addition to 15
other participants from various international
maritime companies, represented the Liberian
Registry as part of the Liberian Dragons rowing
team. The Registry has been a proud sponsor
of the race since the very beginning, and this
was its second year of entering a team, which
finished 7th out of the 24 participating crews.

In recent years, it has become apparent that maritime companies,
ships, and ports are not adequately protected from security threats.
IMO has issued a resolution giving shipowners and managers until 2021 to incorporate cyber-risk management into their ship safety
plans. And the Liberian Registry has taken the typically proactive approach for which it has become renowned by launching a Cyber
and Ship Security-Based Training (CBT) module which provides a comprehensive overview of
cyber-security issues, including concepts such as different types of malware, network security, identity
theft, and risk management.

The shipping industry has already raised over
£1.5 million for the OSCAR campaign, which
funds research for children at Great Ormond
Street Hospital (GOSH) in London.

The 2-hour computer-based training module is divided into 4 parts, with ongoing evaluation through
a series of questions.

Liberia’s CBT also provides a comprehensive overview of common maritime security threats, including
the risk of criminal activity, threats to ship security, port-based drug-trafficking risks, security roles and
responsibilities on board, and an introduction to the ISPS code. It further covers issues relating to stowaways (about 2,000 of whom are discovered each year hiding on ships) and piracy attacks, of which
there have been an average of more than 300 per year since 2009.

For more information or to purchase copies, please contact: publications@liscr.com or visit
www.liscr.com/CBT.

Restoring Liberia’s maritime
heritage

L

iberia is responding to the needs of its
customers and of the international market
through its management of the Liberian
Maritime Training Institute (LMTI).
Recognizing LISCR’s success in numerous domestic
and international ventures, and its long-standing
relationship with Liberia, the Government of Liberia solicited LISCR to restore and operate LMTI. The
goal of such endeavor is to facilitate first-rate education and to produce certified high-quality seafarers. The training is also designed to ensure that
cadets graduate with vocational skills that can be
used ashore in local markets for the advancement
of the Liberian economy, to support the expansion
of the domestic maritime sector, and to increase
the capacity of government agencies.
Liberia’s underlying vision is to lift and return Liberia’s maritime heritage to its rightful position,
while enhancing the capacity and quality of Liberia’s next generation workforce. To that end, LMTI
is providing the highest quality maritime-focused
education and vocational skills to maximize the
potential of highly-qualified secondary education
graduates.
Under LISCR’s management, LMTI had undergone a massive renovation and reconstruction
programme over the past 18 months which has
resulted in the creation of a new campus and
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First batch of LMTI cadets posing for a group photo at
parents day.

state-of-the-art facilities. The first cohort of 24
electrical and marine engineering cadets started
their training in August this year. These cadets
were selected based on a highly meritocratic
screening program involving interviews and cadetship entrance exams in four strategic locations
across Liberia in order to include all outstanding
high-school graduates nationwide.
LMTI celebrated its first Parents’ Day in September in Marshall City, Liberia. It was attended by
parents from all regions of Liberia, and it was
evident that, after just one month of training, the
first group of highly motivated cadets had already
expanded their skills and knowledge base.

Harry Conway elected Vice-Chair of MEPC

H

arry Conway, Alternate Permanent Representative of Liberia to
IMO, and Attaché, Maritime Affairs, Embassy of Liberia, United
Kingdom, has been unanimously elected as Vice-Chair of the
IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) for 2018. He
most recently served as Coordinator of the MEPC Steering Committee
for the “Review of fuel oil availability”, as required by Regulation 14.8
of MARPOL Annex VI.”

LISCR Hamburg takes to the water
Carsten Gierga, Merle Stilkenbäumer and Antonia Kirchmann from LISCR’s Hamburg office recently took part in
the 35th annual Peter Gast Schiffahrtsregatta 2017 event.
Merle and Antonia were part of an all-women racing crew
on board the TUTIMA, while Carsten was on board the
ITEA. Over 120 yachts and 1,000 participants from the
shipping industry took part in the event, sailing from Kappeln to the Danish Island of Ærø. The regatta is organized
by Peter Gast Shipping and is traditionally well-attended
and enjoyed by the German shipping community.

Tarnue M. Kpangbala’s career to date has
focused closely on the maritime industry. He
obtained a BSc in Marine Engineering from
the Regional Maritime University in Accra,
Ghana, in 2008, and worked from 2009 to
2010 in the Search and Rescue Department of
the Liberian Maritime Authority in Monrovia.
He also had the opportunity to work on board
the Liberian-flagged vessel Harbel Cutlass for
four months in 2009.
In 2013, Tarnue obtained a Master of Science
degree in Marine and Offshore Engineering
from the Liverpool John Moores University
in the UK. He joined the Liberian Registry in
January 2014 as a trainee, and was appointed
Vessel Certifications Service Manager in April
of the same year.
Tarnue says, “As manager of vessel certifications, I oversee the processing and approval of
CSR, MSMC, RADIO, BCLC, CLC and WRC certificates. I also review and approve insurance
documents during the registration process,
and evaluate and approve financial security
providers and/or non-International Groupmember P&I clubs, amongst others.”
Tarnue enjoys his job. He says, “Working at
the Liberian Registry is exciting and rewarding.
There is a true sense of professional fulfilment
in seeing our clients, as well as my co-workers,
and assisting with their questions and concerns on a daily basis. The Registry provides
great opportunities for its employees to work
in a friendly and family-oriented environment,
thereby encouraging everyone to make meaningful contributions and/or suggestions in the
best possible way. I cannot imagine that my
working life could be better anywhere else.”
Tarnue and his wife have two children, a boy
and girl. Outside working hours, Tarnue enjoys
reading and occasionally cooking but, most of
it all, he likes spending time with his family.
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The Liberian Registry believes in making all relevant information available to its clients in the most efficient and
user-friendly format possible. If you are not already part of the Registry’s Subscription Service, you can sign up to
our Benchmark email distribution list which will allow you to receive all LISCR Notices and Advisories, as well as
other LISCR Alerts. Simply subscribe online at http://www.liscr.com/subscribe.
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