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Momentous year for Liberia and its ship registry
2011 was a year of outstanding growth and progress
for Liberia. Over a period of more than six years, following the democratic election of Africa’s first female
Head of State, Madame Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Liberia has overcome many of the economic and political problems which have blighted its past. Under the
Presidency of Madame Johnson Sirleaf, who last year
was awarded the Nobel Peace prize, the country has
achieved quantum leaps in terms of political stability, economic growth and prosperity. Reforms have
been introduced to help reduce corruption, increase
transparency, and strengthen the rule of law, thereby
making Liberia an attractive option for foreign invest-

2011, 546 new vessels, aggregating 22.5m gross
tons, joined the fleet. The average age of these
vessels — 215 of which were newbuildings — is
five years. Net growth across the fleet in 2011 was
285 vessels totalling 13m gross tons. The Liberian
fleet now stands at an all-time high of more than
3,800 vessels aggregating in excess of 125m
gross tons, with an average age of twelve years.
Other landmarks in 2011 included Liberia’s
re-election to the Council of the International Maritime Organisation (see page 2) and its admittance
to the US Coast Guard’s QUALSHIP (Quality Shipping for the 21st Century) programme (see this
page).
Meanwhile, Liberia continues to lead the way in
terms of implementation of and compliance with
the Maritime Labour Convention (MLC 2006). In
2011 it carried out the first ship inspection for
compliance with MLC 2006, and completed the
first SRPS audit for MLC compliance. In all, Liberia
has trained more than 100 MLC 2006 inspectors
and auditors worldwide.

Last year, Liberia welcomed no fewer than 215
newbuildings to its rapidly growing fleet. Pictured
is the 84,216 gt crude oil tanker “Almi Horizon”,
built at the Daewoo Shipbuilding & Marine
Engineering Co, Korea, for Almi Tankers SA, and
registered with Liberia in December, 2011.

ment. Today, Liberia is White-Listed by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD) following its signature of the requisite number of Tax Information Exchange Agreements, and
was recognised by the World Bank as one of the ten
most improved business performers in 2010.
The Liberian-flag fleet, meanwhile, continues its spectacular growth under the management of LISCR. In

Scott Bergeron, who last year was appointed CEO
of LISCR, says, “I am proud of what the Liberian
Registry achieved this past year, and indeed what
it has accomplished in the past twelve years. I am
grateful to my colleagues who have been essential in achieving this success. As with every other
aspect of shipping, it is about the people, not
simply the numbers. While the Liberian-flag fleet
has been growing, the Registry has continued to
expand on its capabilities and experience, earn
independent recognition of its technical and operational excellence, and improve its outstanding
safety record.”

www.liscr.com

Liberia excels in flag state
performance table
The annual Shipping Industry Flag
State Performance Table published
recently by the International Chamber of Shipping and the International
Shipping Federation awarded Liberia
positive performance indicators in every
category covered by the report — port
state control, ratification of major international maritime treaties, use of compliant recognised organisations, age of
fleet, reporting requirements, and attendance at IMO meetings.
Liberia features on the White List of all
Port State Control Memorandums of
Understanding, worldwide, and is included in the US Coast Guard’s QUALSHIP (Quality Shipping for the 21st Century) programme, to which only a small
percentage of foreign-flag ships calling
at US ports are admitted, based on the
excellence of their port state control
record. The USCG developed QUALSHIP
21 to provide an incentive for well-run,
quality ships and ship operators. Designated ships are recognised and rewarded by the USCG for their commitment to
safety and quality. In admitting Liberia
to the programme, the US Coast Guard
congratulated the registry on its “exceptional commitment to quality”, and
highlighted its “excellent” detention
ratio. The Liberian fleet is the largest
register recognised by QUALSHIP 21.

Liberia re-elected to IMO Council
LIBERIA has been re-elected to the Council of the International Maritime
Organisation (IMO) for 2012-2013, a distinction it last enjoyed in 1997.
Liberia’s Commissioner for Maritime Affairs, Binyah Kesselly, says, “It is
very gratifying to see Liberia returned to its rightful place at IMO. As
a country, and as an integral part of the international shipping industry, Liberia has made enormous strides forward in recent years. It has
also been a consistent and committed member of IMO, and a proactive
supporter of initiatives to improve safety and seafarers’ welfare. It has
earned the right to reclaim its place on the IMO Council.”
Pictured from left to right: Mohammad Altalib, Anthony Geegbae,
Sue Saypharath, Cindy Edwards and Vy Tran.

Food for thought
for Seafarers’
Department
The Liberian Registry’s Seafarers’
Department recently participated in a cookery challenge hosted
by Cookology Recreational Culinary School in Sterling, Virginia.
The team-building exercise was
thoroughly enjoyed by all those
who attended.
Pictured from left to right:
Mohammad Altalib, Mali
Khatibi and Carl Drumgoole.

Scott Bergeron, CEO of the Liberian International Ship & Corporate
Registry, speaking at the Indian Register of Shipping

Liberia further develops
IRS appointment
In January 2012, LISCR CEO Scott Bergeron was a guest of the internationally recognised classification society, the Indian Register of Shipping
(IRS), in Mumbai. Scott delivered a lecture to over 100 of the IRS staff,
discussing the roles and expectations of the flag/class partnership. The
Liberian Registry has accorded the status of Recognized Organization
to IRS, to act on behalf of vessels operating under the flag of Liberia,
subsequent to their full membership in IACS and the Registry’s personal
audit of their capabilities.

The 5,910 gt liquefied gas carrier “Gas Husky”, built forStealthGas
Inc. at Kanrei Shipbuilding Co Ltd, Japan, joined the Liberian fleet in
January 2012.

Scott Bergeron, Chief Executive Officer of the Liberian International Ship
& Corporate Registry (LISCR, LLC), says, “India is a global economic power which generates increasing demand for shipping. It is a very important market for the Liberian Registry. As we increase our market share in
India, we have great confidence in IRS’s ability to work alongside us
to help maintain the quality of our fleet to the highest standards and
beyond.” IRS welcomes its recognition by Liberia as “a matter of great
significance and prestige, coming as it does from one of the world’s leading flag states, which has an enviable reputation for quality and service
and an outstanding safety record.”

On the Register

Benson Peretti, General Manager,
LISCR Singapore office

The Liberian Registry provided MLC 2006 training to members of the Tokyo Port State Control
MoU for its first specialized training course in Vancouver BC in November 2011

Liberia conducts MLC training for Tokyo MoU
The Liberian Registry was invited to provide MLC 2006 training to members of the Tokyo Port State Control
MoU for its first specialized training course in Vancouver BC in November, 2011. Attendees included PSC
officers from Canada, Chile, China, Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, Hong Kong, Korea, Macao, Malaysia, Marshall
Islands, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, USA, Vanuatu and Vietnam.
This was a highly successful initiative, as evidenced by an abundance of positive feedback from those in
attendance. It was also an initiative which will help to further strengthen the good relationship between
the Liberian Registry and the Tokyo MoU.
More than thirty inspectors attended the training seminar conducted by the Registry’s Alphard Romero,
Quality Assurance and Training, and Cedric D’Souza, MLC Manager. One participant said he had learned
more in three days than he had during two weeks’ attendance at another training course. An inspector
from the International Transport Workers’ Federation, who had attended the same course, was equally
impressed with the Liberian Registry’s programme.
Tim Keegan, Vice President of Safety & Security for the Liberian Registry, participated in the event and says,
“The course provided an excellent opportunity to initiate discussions between the Registry’s Administration and senior representatives responsible for the Port State Control in the Tokyo MoU. It was informative
to observe the groups during the workshop sessions and to discuss the course with the participants. The
course resulted in a number of valuable benefits, including the opportunity to initiate discussions between
the Registry’s administration and senior representatives responsible for the recent changes in China’s Port
State Control program. Both sides were eager to develop a dialogue regarding detentions and targeting
procedures which should prove to be mutually beneficial in ensuring safer shipping.”

Registry welcomes US Department of
State Liberia Desk Officer
The Liberian Registry recently welcomed
Ms Ashley Stewart, the United States
Department of State Liberia Desk Officer,
to its headquarters in Vienna, Virginia,
which is located just outside Washington,
D.C. The Registry’s staff met with Ms Stewart and provided her with an overview of
the Registry’s most recent developments.
Pictured from left to right: Adam Cohen,
Margaret Ansumana, Ashley Stewart,
David Pascoe and Fadi Elsalameen

Benson Peretti graduated from
the US Merchant Marine Academy in 2004 and sailed for eight
years aboard containerships. He
has served overseas as an officer
in the US Navy and currently holds
a US Coast Guard Unlimited Chief
Mate Licence. Benson joined the
Registry in June 2011 and was appointed to head up the Liberian
Registry’s Singapore office when
it opened in January 2012.
Benson says, “I am eager for the
opportunity to be working for
the world’s largest quality ship
registry. One of the highlights
of my job is meeting with the
owners and operators who have
registered their ships with Liberia.
Since joining the Registry, I have
also had the pleasure of meeting
with shipowners in Greece and
Germany while working with our
regional offices.
“I enjoy getting out and meeting
the people who make shipping
companies run, and being able to
help them in whatever way I can.
It feels good to work for an organisation that provides such excellent service and high standards
of safety and quality at sea for
thousands of seafarers.”
Originally from Maine, Benson
and his wife are now looking
forward to a new adventure in
Singapore. “We enjoy traveling,”
he says, “and seeing as much
of the world as possible. In our
spare time we like to play sports
and keep active, and whenever
we can we like to get back on the
ocean and go sailing.”
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