FLAGSHIP
Liberia number one flag for Greek owners

G

reek Shipping Co-operation Committee (GSCC) figures show that Liberia has
further strengthened its position as the
undisputed leading open registry of choice for
Greek shipowners and operators. In the year to
end-March 2015, the number of Greek-controlled
ships in the Liberian Registry increased by a net
total of 61 vessels, more than any other registry
in the world.
The GSCC figures show a total of 739 Greek-controlled ships, aggregating 54.03m dwt, registered
with Liberia, compared to 678 vessels of 49.05m
dwt at end-March 2014. Eighteen per cent of
Greek-controlled ships are now registered under
the Liberian flag. This is an increase on the corresponding figure for the previous year and po-

sitions Liberia second only to the Greek national
flag in this respect.
The GSCC findings follow figures produced recently
by Marine Information Services (MIS) in Greece
which showed Liberia as the most popular and fastest growing flag for Greek owners and operators.
Michalis Pantazopoulos,Senior Vice-President and
Managing Director of LISCR’s Piraeus office, says,
“These figures are good news both for the Greek
fleet and for the Liberian registry. Greece remains
the undisputed number one shipping nation in the
world, and the fact that Liberia has played such a
leading role in its quality growth is testament to
the mutual trust and respect which exists between
the Greek shipowning community and the Liberian
Registry.”

Expansion continues with opening
of Istanbul regional office

T

he Liberian Registry has established
a regional office in
Istanbul, Turkey, as part
of the continued expansion of its global presence in major centres of
international shipping
and trade. Erhan Esinduy
has been appointed Regional Representative of
the office, joining the Registry’s dedicated Special
Agent Tevfik Çelepöven.
Erhan, who has a wealth of practical seagoing
and shore-based experience, held a number of
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executive positions in the shipping industry before
setting up and serving as managing director of
ESKO Marine Trading Ltd Co in 2014. He says, “A
regional office of the Liberian Registry in Istanbul
is a most welcome development for owners and
management companies, who will be able to handle all their flag administration matters and ship
registration issues locally.
“It’s a great challenge for me personally, and I relish the opportunity to use my contacts and industry
knowledge to the advantage of those owners and
managers whose ships already fly the Liberian flag,
and to help significantly increase the number of
Turkish-owned vessels in the Registry.”
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Liberia boosts safety
with new technology
investment

T

he Liberian Registry has developed a unique satellite-based
Compliance Assistance Programme (CAP) which has helped ensure
regulatory compliance and prevent detentions in some of the world’s most active Port State Control (PSC) areas.
The CAP has contributed to Liberia being named as the best-performing major ship registry worldwide over the last
three years. During that time, Liberia
has featured on all PSC White Lists and
has been included in the prestigious
US Qualship 21 programme. Moreover, during this same period, the Paris
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
statistics confirm that Liberia had the
best detention rate amongst the largest
major flag states.
The CAP tracks ships when they enter
selected jurisdictions and allows the
registry’s risk analysis team to perform
detailed reviews of vessels, their history,
and the ports at which they are calling.
As a result, Liberian vessels have experienced a decrease in detentions in heavily trafficked PSC regions such as China.
LISCR CEO Scott Bergeron says, “The
Compliance Assistance Programme is
just the latest in a series of technological innovations designed to make Liberia the safest and most efficient fleet
afloat. The Liberian Registry has always
been a highly proactive flag, working
tirelessly to support owners and managers. Liberia’s significant investments
in technology strengthen its position as
the world’s largest quality ship registry.”

Liberian Registry mourns
the passing of Michael Davies-Sekle
“ Michael was a kind and generous person with a big heart and great intel-

lect. His keen mind and ability were tremendous assets to the Liberian
Registry and to all that it serves. His colleagues and I miss him very much.”

Scott Bergeron

I

t is with great sadness that we have to report that our colleague and friend, Michael
Davies-Sekle, passed away recently after a
long and brave fight against illness. Michael
served the Registry for 33 years, most recently
as Vice-President of Marine Investigations and
General Counsel of LISCR. He was a much-loved
member of the LISCR family, and will be greatly
missed by all those who knew him and worked
with him.
Michael’s achievements and accomplishments
are too numerous to mention in their entirety.
Importantly, he played an integral role in the
structuring of LISCR in its initial stages, and was
instrumental in drafting and reviewing Liberian
law and regulations, marine advisories and marine notices, and the STCW Undertaking Agreement between the Republic of Liberia and other
countries.

“ Michael was a real gentleman,
and I liked him very much.”

John LeBarton

“ It was a privilege and an honour

to call Michael a brother in law.”

Hilary Spilkin

“ Michael was a man of great

dignity and pride. The world
mourns the loss of someone of
his calibre and talent.”

Mario Iliopoulos

Michael also played an important ongoing part
in a range of other issues, including Liberia’s
trade tax agreements, and its double taxation
agreements with other countries. He also spearheaded the 2008 programme for Bunker CLC
certification, and was instrumental in setting up
the system for issuance and renewal of BCLCs
for Liberian and non-Liberian certificates.

Convention, and helped develop documentation, prepared procedures, and met and communicated with many of the Registry’s clients.
Michael was also instrumental in getting the
DTA Agreement signed in 2004, which enabled
the Liberian Administration to issue German tax
letters to German nationals working on board
Liberian vessels.

Michael keenly embraced new technology, and
was actively involved in helping IT developers
in connection with Investigation Department
work and other projects. He was closely involved
with the issuing of Wreck Removal Certificates
in accordance with The Nairobi International

In summary, Michael was a great leader and true
professional whose dedication and professionalism contributed significantly to the success of
the Liberian Registry. But it is Michael the person
whom we loved and will miss most. Michael was
known for making people feel welcome and for

“ Michael was dedicated to the

Registry for 33 years, and his contributions to LISCR often extended
beyond the department he led. His
presence will be truly missed far
beyond his devotion to his work
as he also was a kind spirit who
impacted so many of us.”

Adam Cohen and Elan Cohen

“ Michael was not only a col-

league but a dear friend and
brother. He was a man who
believed in principal and fairness; a dedicated family man, a
supportive and respectful friend.
May his soul rest in peace.”
Anthony T Geegbae Jr		

“ Michael was always kind to me.

When I could not speak very good
English, he was very patient and
warmly watched over me. I will
never forget his big smile.”
Kana Shiomitsu

“ Michael was a man of grace and

good heart. May God look after
him in heaven and his family on
earth and strengthen them during
this difficult time.”

Michalis Pantazopoulos

“ We have lost a beloved colleague
and dear friend. His vast knowledge, wisdom, courage, kindness
and warm smile will forever live
on in each of our hearts.”
Allison Williams

“ I adored Michael, and he will be profoundly missed. It was a blessing to
have known such a sincere, genuine and humble person.” Kimberly Davis

being a wealth of knowledge, which he shared
generously. He treated his staff fairly and was
always calm and composed, no matter how busy
he was. He valued peoples’ opinions and treated
everyone fairly and with respect. Michael consistently praised his staff and acknowledged their
accomplishments.
Michael was devoted to his family, and his compassion and love was also very much evident
when it came to dealings with his extended
LISCR family. He loved not only his own children,
but also interacted lovingly and sincerely with

the sons and daughters of LISCR employees and
former employees when they visited our offices
accompanied by their parents or grandparents.
We have reproduced in these pages just some
of the tributes to Michael which we have received from his colleagues and from his friends
in the industry. We do not have space to include
them all, which demonstrates the affection and
regard with which Michael was regarded by all
who knew him. All at LISCR, and many more
throughout the international shipping industry,
have lost a great friend and a great man. We can
take comfort in knowing that Michael has made
a meaningful and lasting impact on our lives and
will always be remembered for his leadership
and kindness. Our thoughts are with his family, particularly his wife, Elizabeth, his daughter
Shelby, and his son, Brandon.

Current and former Liberian Maritime Commissioners
attending Michael Davies-Sekle’s Funeral Service
(Pictured from Left to Right):
Joseph Keller, former Commissioner, 1988 - 1992
Gerald Cooper, former Commissioner, 1975 - 1980
Margaret Ansumana, Senior Deputy Commissioner
Emmanuel Reeves, Senior Deputy Commissioner
George Cooper, former Commissioner, 1986 - 1987
Binyah Kesselly, Commissioner, 2008 - present
Scott Bergeron, CEO, LISCR

Rest in peace, Michael.

“ Michael was greatly loved, and his warm heart will be always remembered.
He always shared a smile, he was humble, caring, a hard worker and wise.
With his passing we lost one great friend, great master, mentor and a true
leader. He had the patience to teach us every day. We had an in-house saying: “We need to clone Michael”. He leaves a void that is impossible to fill.
He will always be in our hearts.” Sneh Sethi and Angela Oquendo
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n April this year, a 19,000 gt Liberian-flag general cargo vessel
inbound for Houston reported a
temporary repair to the main cooling seawater overboard pipe, which
had been leaking. In order to repair
the overboard pipe properly, the
vessel’s main engine and auxiliary
engines would have had to be shut
down. But the Liberian Administration was able to help the vessel
operator inform the USCG of the
deficiency and assigned a flag state
inspector to assist, thus avoiding a
detention.
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