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New Special Agents for 
Norway and Cyprus 

The Liberian Registry continues to 
develop still further the strong 
links it has established over 

many years with leading maritime 
nations throughout the world. As 
part of this ongoing initiative, Liberia 
recently appointed as Special Agents 
six members from Oslo-based law 
firm, Wiersholm. In this role, Nicolas 
Brun-Lie, Lynne Skajaa, Kristine Hasle 
Øverby, Helen Michelle Jørgensen, 
Katinka Wikborg, and Anita Fredriksen 
will assist the registry’s regional 
maritime and corporate clients. 

Norway is one of the great maritime 
nations of the world, synonymous 
with innovative and dedicated ship-
ping companies. Liberia believes that 
this strategic collaboration with Wier-
sholm, a law firm which includes as 
clients companies such as Frontline, 
Seadrill, Ocean, Siem Offshore and 
Golden Ocean Group, will enhance 
the Liberia Registry’s presence in this 
important region and ensure that it 
lives up to its clients’ expectations. 

Also in Norway, Hans-Petter Hen-
schien, founder of Henschien Insur-
ance Services, has been appointed 
a Liberian Registry Special Agent for 
Bergen. Hans-Petter, who is Honorary 
Consul of Greece in Bergen and has 
extensive experience in international 
relationship-building, brings the right 
mix of industry knowledge and diplo-
macy to LISCR’s operation in Bergen. 

Meanwhile, the registry’s Cypriot fam-
ily is also growing, most recently with 
the appointment as LISCR Special 
Agents of two attorneys from Limas-
sol-based law firm L G Zambartas LLC. 
George Zambartas and Sonia Ajini 
provide the right mix of entrepreneur-
ism and skill needed to increase the 
registry’s growth in the local market.

The People’s Republic of China (PRC) and 
the Republic of Liberia have signed an 
agreement covering a series of maritime 

trade issues, including an accord which allows 
owners of Liberian-flag vessels to be charged 
tonnage dues when visiting any port in the PRC 
at precisely the same rate as those charged to 
vessels that are lawfully registered and flagged 
with the PRC. The same benefits will reciprocally 
apply to Chinese-flag vessels entering and/or 
operating in Liberian ports.

The agreement serves to further develop friendly 
relations between the two governments and 
strengthen their co-operation in the field of 
maritime transport on the basis of equality and 
mutual benefit, freedom of navigation and the 
principle of non-discrimination. 

Under the agreement, the Chinese authorities 
will take all appropriate measures to avoid 

unnecessary delay to Liberian-flag vessels, and 
will simplify and expedite as far as possible the 
relevant customs procedures and other port 
formalities relating to such vessels, including 
those concerning access to existing reception 
facilities for waste from ships.

The agreement also provides for co-operation be-
tween the PRC and Liberia on a range of issues, 
including the promotion of maritime and port de-
velopment, full and effective use of the fleets of 
the two countries to meet foreign trade demands, 
and safety of vessels, crew and cargo.

Certificates of nationality and other ship’s docu-
ments held by vessels registered in Liberia and 
issued on behalf of the Liberian Maritime Author-
ity will be recognised by PRC authorities, while 
Liberian vessels holding valid tonnage certificates 
will not be re-measured in PRC ports. Seamen’s 
identification and record books issued on behalf 
of Liberia for members of the crew of Liberian-
registered ships will meanwhile be recognised by 
PRC authorities. Other accommodations in the 
agreement relate to stop-overs by crew members 
and their entry, stay, departure or transit.

LISCR CEO Scott Bergeron says, “We are delighted 
to see that Liberia and the PRC have reached an 
agreement on this issue. This concord between 
one of the world’s leading economic powerhouses 
at the very heart of maritime commerce, and the 
industry’s most proactive and innovative ship 
registry, is very good news for all concerned. It is 
also of positive significance in terms of facilitating 
the development of Sino-African maritime 
industry and economic and trade co-operation.” 

Liberia and PRC conclude historic  
agreement on maritime transport 

Witnessed by PRC President Xi Jinping and Liberia Presi-
dent Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, Yang Chuantang, head of the 
Ministry of Transport of the People’s Republic of China, 
and Dudley McKinley Thomas, Liberia’s Ambassador to 
the People’s Republic of China, are pictured signing the 
maritime agreement in Beijing on 3 November 2015. 



Liberia launches enhanced web-based  
liability certificate facility

The Liberian Registry has demonstrated once again its reputation as the world’s most technologi-
cally advanced ship registry by enabling shipowners and managers to apply online for certifica-
tion under the major international liability conventions.

Earlier this year, Liberia launched an online certification facility on its secure eMaritime website to ex-
pedite shipowners’ compliance with the requirements of the Nairobi International Convention on the 
Removal of Wrecks 2007 (WRC). Following the success of that initiative, the registry decided to further 
enhance the website to include online applications for certification under the International Convention 
on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage 2001 (BCLC) and the International Convention on 
Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage 1992 (CLC). 

The enhanced online facility is available to owners of Liberian-flagged ships as well as to owners of 
ships registered in non-convention States that need to obtain the WRC, BCLC and/or CLC liability 
certificates. The Liberian Registry issues these liability certificates as they are required to be carried 
on board ships to verify that registered owners maintain insurance or other financial security to cover 
liabilities in compliance with relevant conventions.

David Pascoe, senior vice-president of the Liberian International Ship & Corporate Registry (LISCR), the 
US-based manager of the registry, says, “Liberia believes that the job of responsible ship registries is 
not only to ensure that owners and managers are in full compliance with international regulations, but 
also to facilitate the application process wherever possible. LISCR has always taken a highly proactive 
approach to all regulatory issues affecting shipowners and managers, and will continue to do so.”

Shipowners and managers can apply for Liberian WRC, BCLC and CLC certificates online directly at: 
https://emaritime.liscr.com

New Investigations Vice-President

The Liberian Registry has appointed Dodge Kenyon as Vice-Pres-
ident of its Investigations Division. Dodge joins from Holland 
America Group, where he was Manager of Technical Opera-

tions, Auditing and Compliance and Chairman of the Fleet Health, 
Environmental, Safety and Security Committee. His previous experi-
ence includes twelve years as a vessel inspector and investigator with 
the State of Washington Department of Ecology Spills Prevention 
Programme and over two years as a marine surveyor for American 
Bureau of Shipping in Los Angeles.

The registry takes a highly proactive approach to the investigation of 
maritime casualties, personnel accidents and other related incidents 

with the objective of preventing marine casualties and incidents. Its Investigation Division has, over 
the past decade, earned a superior reputation for conducting marine investigations with speed, ef-
ficiency and competence. 

Dodge says, “I have seen first-hand the responsible and proactive manner in which the Liberian 
Registry responds to investigative issues. It is an exciting new career challenge for me to now be part 
of the registry’s decision-making process in this respect, and I look forward to working with LISCR’s 
team of experienced maritime professionals.” 

Liberia accedes to World Trade Organization

Liberia’s application to join the World Trade Organisation (WTO) was approved at the WTO’s 
Tenth Ministerial Conference held recently in Nairobi, Kenya. Liberia President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf said, “Liberia’s accession to the WTO marks another turning point in the country’s history, 

particularly in our journey of economic transformation for inclusive growth. Such a transformation 
can neither be achieved alone, nor in isolation, but rather by forging partnerships. We appreciate the 
collective efforts of our partners who have made this accession a resounding success. We fully sub-
scribe to the African common position on strengthening the rules-based multilateral trading system 
to create the Africa that we want.” 

Port State Control officers from 
the US Coast Guard (USCG) at Los 
Angeles-Long Beach recently de-

tained a 40,000 gt Liberian-flagged oil tanker 
for non-compliance with the North American 
Emission Control Area regulations. The Libe-
rian Registry reviewed the reasons for the 
detention with the vessel operator, the mas-
ter and the USCG, and determined that the 
deficiency - while valid - was not sufficient to 
detain the vessel at the time of inspection. 

The ship’s master was new to the ship and 
area of operations, and had misunderstood 
the requirements. He correctly implemented 
the California State’s requirements regard-
ing emissions using the appropriate low-
sulphur fuel but, when the ship went beyond 
California’s waters and into those now cov-
ered by the North American ECA, he mis-
takenly told the crew to switch over to the 
high-sulphur fuel. When the master and the 
vessel operator realised the non-compliance, 
they took appropriate corrective action prior 
to the USCG inspection. 

When the vessel was inspected by the USCG, 
the master and vessel operator were hon-
est about what had happened, informed the 
USCG what they had done once the error 
had been identified, and provided relevant 
documentation. At the time of the inspec-
tion, the vessel was in full compliance with 
the applicable requirements, and the USCG 
subsequently agreed to invalidate the deten-
tion following an appeal by the registry. 

The Liberian Registry was well-represented at the 
16th Marine Money Annual Ship Finance Forum 
held recently in New York City. Pictured, left to right, 
are Hara Gisholt, Vice-President, Business and Legal 
Affairs, and Hilary Spilkin, Managing Director.



Merle Stilkenbaeumer
Merle Stilkenbaeumer says she got into shipping 
the ‘typical German way’ – by undertaking an ap-
prenticeship with a company in the commercial 
shipping sector, in her case a two-year trainee pro-
gramme with a shipmanagement company.  Dur-
ing those two years she also attended a vocational 
school which taught maritime law, shipmanage-
ment and other shipping subjects, and from which 
she graduated in 2011 as Germany’s best shipping 
apprentice.  Having achieved that distinction, she 
enrolled for a bachelor programme in Shipping, 
Trade and Transport at London Metropolitan Uni-
versity. Thereafter she completed a dual masters 
programme, which is leading to her MSc in busi-
ness psychology.   

Following a short internship, Merle started work-
ing for LISCR Hamburg in December 2011 as 
Client Relationship Co-ordinator.  She was sub-
sequently promoted to Marketing & Client Rela-
tionship Manager, and in January 2016 was ap-
pointed Director, Business Development & Quality 
Assurance. Merle says, “I try to ensure that clients 
in and around Germany are Liberia fans. To that 
end, I respond to all sorts of questions from cli-
ents and keep them updated about our group. I 
make sure they receive the superior level of service 
which they expect from Liberia, effectively acting 
as a communications hub between clients and 
LISCR’s different departments.”

Merle enjoys her job. She says, “LISCR is a very 
interesting and multifaceted place to work. It is 
a global operator, and it is exciting to work with 
colleagues and clients around the world. Every 
day throws up new challenges, and it is necessary 
to remain informed about all kinds of shipping-
related developments, including new regulations, 
market developments, and technical innovations. 
This makes LISCR an exciting place to be.” 

Merle was born near Hamburg and grew up with 
a lot of water around her. “This,” she says, “was 
probably the reason behind my passion for sailing. 
I used to sail as a watch captain on a traditional 
three-mast sail training ship and am still sailing on 
yachts, participating in big boat and high seas re-
gattas. My love for the water was also one of the 
reasons why I didn’t have to think twice about the 
industry I wanted to work in after leaving school.”   

ON THE REGISTER

Liberia re-elected to IMO Council  

Liberia has been re-elected to the Council of the International Maritime Organisation (IMO. 
Liberia takes very seriously the responsibilities which come with being the world’s second-
largest ship registry, and is proud to be part of the elite UN body charged with overseeing the 

safety of the industry.

New General Manager for London

LISCR has appointed Kostas Ladas as general manager of its Lon-
don office. Kostas joins from London-based ship and insurance 
broker and agent Victoria Steamship Co Ltd, where he was vessel 

operations manager. Prior to that, he spent over 25 years with Coscon/
Cosco (UK) Ltd in London, where he held a variety of executive roles, 
including Chartering & Shipbroking deputy general manager, commer-
cial manager and company legal adviser.

Kostas says, “I have seen how the role of responsible ship registers has 
evolved and increased in importance over the past 25 years, and I am 
proud to be joining the most successful and proactive registry in the 
industry today.”

Liberia participates 
in SCI Mountain 
Challenge 

The Liberian Registry recently en-
tered a team in the Seaman’s 
Church Institute (SCI) Mountain 

Challenge in Maine.  The team, which 
styled itself the ‘Flag Avengers’, com-
prised Christian Mollitor (Vice-President, 

Liberian Registry), Brenda Ssaaka (Marketing & Client Relationship Coordinator), and David Dolan 
(TBS Ship Management Inc.) Teams of competitors at the SCI event, operating in harsh environments, 
are required to challenge their physical limits, racing up steep summits in a fight to the finish line. 
Funds raised by team sponsors, including LISCR, strengthen SCI’s valuable support services to mariners. 

Mission to Seafarers 
International Drop-in 
Centre 

The Liberian Registry recently 
visited the Mission to Sea-
farers International Drop-in 

Centre in Jurong Port, Singapore 
which, among other things, pro-
vides seafarers with the opportu-
nity to socialise, shop and use computer facilities to send and receive emails to loved ones.  
Through its partnership with the Mission to Seafarers, the Liberian Registry has been proud to 
financially sponsor the Jurong centre for the past 3 years. Pictured during the recent visit are, left 
to right: S C Lim, Member of the Mission to Seafarers Management Committee; Scott Bergeron, 
CEO, Liberian Registry; Reverend Peter Manimuthu, Jurong Port Chaplain; Benson Peretti, Gen-
eral Manager, LISCR Singapore; and Captain Rob Walker, Chairman of the Management Com-
mittee, Mission to Seafarers.  
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