Flagship

33

Issue
June 2011

News from
THE WORLD’S
LEADING SHIP
REGISTRY

Liberian Input Central to IMO
Guidance on Anti-Piracy Measures
Compliance with BMP Essential

L

iberia continues to play a leading role in helping the maritime industry fight the scourge of
piracy, which is currently threatening the lives
of seafarers and significantly impacting the operational costs of international shipping companies.
In May, the IMO Maritime Safety Committee (MSC)
approved interim guidance on
the employment of privately
contracted armed security personnel on board ships transiting the high-risk piracy area
off the coast of Somalia and
in the Gulf of Aden and the
wider Indian Ocean. Liberia
had recommended that IMO
undertake this work and offered a copy of the Liberian
Registry’s existing guidance it
has been providing since 2010
to its shipowners, ship operators, and shipmasters. The IMO
guidance is largely based on the document provided
by the Liberian Registry.  
Meanwhile, EUNAVFOR, NATO and Combined Maritime Force (CMF) are providing shipping industry associations with periodic lists of ships believed to have
transited the Best Management Practice (BMP) piracy
risk area without being fully compliant with the latest
version of BMP.  
The criteria for assessing non-compliance are:
• The company and ship did not register with the
Maritime Security Centre Horn of Africa (MSCHOA)
website prior to the current voyage.

• The ship did not fully comply with BMP reporting requirements with regard to United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO).
• The ship was observed by military forces and
had no obvious self-protective measures and/or no
additional look-outs.
Military forces are reporting an increase in the
number of registrations
received by the MSCHOA
website, but an overall decrease in the proportion of
BMP-compliant ships that
are in the region.
The Liberian Registry is
working with the naval
forces in the region to
improve compliance of
its registered fleet. The
Liberian Administration
strongly urges shipowners and their masters to
follow the BMP, particularly to register their ships
with MSCHOA and to report to UKMTO.
In May, the IMO MSC adopted a resolution that
strongly urges all those concerned to take action to
ensure that, as a minimum, ships’ masters receive
updated information before and during sailing
through defined High-Risk Areas, and ships register with MSCHOA and report to UKMTO Dubai,
and effectively implement all recommended preventive, evasive and defensive measures.
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Liberia’s commitment to
quality recognised by
QUALSHIP 21 admittance
The Liberian Registry has been admitted to the United States Coast
Guard’s (USCG) QUALSHIP 21 programme for 2011/2012.
QUALSHIP 21 is a quality incentive
programme to which only a small
percentage of foreign-flag ships calling at US ports are admitted, based
on the excellence of their port state
control record. Designated ships are
rewarded by the USCG for their commitment to safety and quality.
In admitting Liberia to the programme, the USCG congratulated
Liberia on its “exceptional commitment to quality”, and highlighted
its “excellent” detention ratio. The
Liberian fleet is the largest register
recognised by QUALSHIP 21, twice
the size of any other flag admitted
to the USCG’s quality programme.
Chief Operating Officer of the
Liberian Registry, Scott Bergeron
says, “This recognition of Liberia’s
commitment to quality shipping is
all the more significant because it
comes at a time of major expansion
for the Registry. The Liberian-flag
fleet has more than doubled in size
since LISCR assumed management
control in 2000, and now stands at
3,605 ships totaling more than 116
million gross tons.
“QUALSHIP 21 recognition provides
further confirmation of Liberia’s preeminent position in terms of safety
and quality-driven shipping.”

Liberia meets IMO
Secretary-General aspirants

L

iberian officials met with candidates for the post of SecretaryGeneral of the International Maritime Organization May 14/15 in
London. The purpose of the meeting was for the Government of
Liberia to become better acquainted with the candidates and with their
plans for the IMO.  

Pictured from left to right: C/E of UASC Yanbu, Pradeesha P.;
Suwarie Topaz, Liberian Registry (Hamburg, Germany); Captain
Nadeem Kotwadkar, Master of UASC Yanbu; and Capt. Wolfgang Werner, MLC Inspector on behalf of the Liberian Registry.

Liberia issues first Maritime Labour
Convention Certificate
The Liberian Registry has carried out the first ship inspection
for compliance with the ILO Maritime Labour Convention
2006 (MLC), ahead of its entry into force.
The inspection was performed on board the 7,000 teu containership UASC Yanbu, owned by D Oltmann Reederei GmbH &
Co KG of Bremen, Germany, and managed by Anglo Eastern
Ship Management Limited, at the port of Hamburg on March
29, 2011.

The Liberian delegation met with Koji Sekimizu (Japan), Neil Frank Ferrer (Philippines), Esterban Pacha-Vicente (Spain), Andreas Chrysostomou
(Cyprus) and Jeffrey Lantz (USA). The topics of discussion included the
IMO budget, challenges currently facing the IMO, the workload of the
secretariat, IMO’s international role as the leading international UN body
for maritime affairs, political influence at IMO, and piracy.
The Liberian delegation was comprised of Binyah Kesselly (Commissioner/CEO, Liberia Maritime Authority & Permanent Representative to the
IMO), Margaret Ansumana (Senior Deputy Commissioner for Maritime
Affairs, Liberia Maritime Authority), Joseph Keller (Executive Vice-President & General Manager, LISCR Trust, Liberia), Emmanuel Reeves (Senior
Deputy Commissioner for Financial Affairs), and Scott Bergeron (COO,
Liberian Registry)

Brad Berman returns to practicing law after
pioneering Liberian Registry contribution

T

Commending Anglo Eastern Ship Management Limited and
the ship’s master and crew for their professionalism in maintaining a high standard of working and living conditions on
board the ship, the inspector, Capt Wolfgang Werner, representing the Liberian Registry, recorded no deficiencies, and
confirmed that the Liberian Administration would issue the
Maritime Labour Certificate accordingly.
Liberia led the way in ratifying the Maritime Labour Convention, and the Administration has professionally trained more
than 100 of its global network of auditors, located in all major
and most minor ports, to provide effective and efficient MLC
inspections and verification of Liberian-flag ships.
The Liberian Administration has provided shipowners and operators with detailed guidance on complying with the requirements of MLC. The Registry has received a large number of requests from Liberian-flagged vessels for voluntary compliance
with MLC ahead of its entry into force.

The Liberian-flag fleet continues to
rapidly expand at record-breaking rates.
Liberia celebrated milestone growth at
the end of January 2011 when the fleet
passed the 3,500-vessel mark. By the
end of May 2011, the fleet had already
surpassed 3,600 ships, aggregating over
116m gross tons.

“Knighted” Brad Berman and
the Legendary Johnny K.

welve years ago, Brad Berman took a courageous step
to leave behind a comfortable and successful law practice
and accept the challenge of helping Yoram Cohen establish the
new management programme for
the Liberian Registry. Now Brad is
taking on a new challenge, and
has returned to his legal roots as a
Partner in the maritime and structured finance groups at Holland &
Knight in New York.

As one of the high-profile shipping executives who joined LISCR during
its establishment in 1999, Brad is a founding father and true pioneer of
the modern Liberian Registry. Brad’s drive for perfection quickly established a culture within the Registry to provide same-day response – a
culture which continues to this day. Brad also assumed the challenge of
re-establishing the image of Liberia’s Corporate Registry. As a result of
his leadership, the Liberian Registry is equipped with a powerful marketing team, operating on a global basis.
The Liberian Commissioner of Maritime Affairs, on behalf of the Liberian
Government, recently honored Brad for his exceptional service at a New
York reception hosted by the Registry. As the guest of honor, Brad was
ceremonially cloaked in a gown and presented with a commemorative
plaque, saluting him as a “true pioneer of the modern Liberian Registry.”   
The Registry continues to admire Brad and wishes him the very best in his
future endeavors with Holland & Knight.

Liberia commemorates
forty years of Offen
relationship

On the Register

A

Pictured from left to right: Claus-Peter Offen,CEO
of the Offen Group; Margaret Ansumana, Senior
Deputy Commissioner for Maritime Affairs, Liberia
Maritime Authority; William Bull, Liberia’s Ambassador to the United States; and Scott Bergeron, COO
of the Liberian Registry.

t this year’s Connecticut Maritime Association’s (CMA) Shipping and Trade Conference and Exposition, the Liberian Registry
celebrated the 40th anniversary of Reederei ClausPeter Offen’s registration of its first ship, the 4,000
dwt freighter Holstein, with the Liberian flag.  

Claus-Peter Offen, CEO of the Offen Group, delivered a memorable speech, recounting his first visit
to the United States in 1970 to register the Holstein. Speaking at the honorary ceremony, Liberia’s Ambassador to the United States, the Honorable William Bull, expressed his gratitude for Mr. Offen’s continued loyalty to the Liberian Registry. Mr. Bull, Scott
Bergeron, COO of the Liberian Registry, and Margaret Ansumana, Senior Deputy Commissioner for Maritime
Affairs, Liberia Maritime Authority, presented Mr. Offen with a commemorative plaque.
Since 1970, the Offen Group has registered more than 150 vessels with Liberia. On March 24 this year, Mr.
Offen once again returned to the Liberian Registry’s offices in New York City for the honorary registration
of the 180,000 dwt bulk carrier CPO Asia, which marks Reederei Claus-Peter Offen’s 80th active vessel currently registered with Liberia. The Registry presented Mr. Offen with a Commemorative Certificate of Registry
to honour and celebrate his long-standing relationship with Liberia.

Supporting OSCAR

P

hil Parry, Chairman of Spinnaker Consulting Ltd, is leading a campaign to raise
funds for Great Ormond Street Hospital in London, inspired by the lifesaving
care his son Oscar received there. Oscar Parry spent six years fighting leukaemia,
undergoing three bone marrow transplants, and his doctors gave him just a 10 per cent
chance of surviving.

Oscar Parry

Mr. Phil Parry and a group of industry colleagues have launched the OSCAR (Ocean and
Shipping Community Advancing Children’s Health and Research) campaign to raise funds for the Seas and
Oceans themed floor in the new hospital building, which will be opening in May 2012. The hospital treats children from around the world who suffer from complex and life-threatening illnesses. The campaign’s first objective is to raise £500,000 toward the remaining £2.2 million needed to create a world-class clinical investigations unit. Companies and individuals across the shipping community are being asked to support the OSCAR
campaign by making a gift of £20,000 – or more. You can find more about the campaign and Oscar’s story at
www.gosh.org/oscar   

German federal minister visits Liberia

D

irk Niebel, German Federal Minister for
Economic Co-operation and Development,
visited Liberia in May, where he was able to
observe first-hand the progress made towards the
country’s reconstruction and development.

Mr. Niebel’s schedule included meetings with Liberia’s
President, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Toga McIntosh, and other senior government representatives, as well as visits to projects being
conducted as part of Liberian-German development
co-operation. He was accompanied by a delegation
which included members of the German parliament,

and a number of business representatives.
Mr. Niebel observed, “Liberia is on the right path to
stability and economic growth. This development
is in large part thanks to President Ellen JohnsonSirleaf and her resolute policies. After fourteen years
of civil war and a difficult transition phase, which is
still ongoing, reconstruction of the country and the
reduction of poverty are top of the political agenda.
President Johnson-Sirleaf deserves our respect for
the political and economic reforms she has implemented and for her clear political will to fight corruption.”

Wendy O’Connor, Executive Assistant
to the Registry’s COO

Wendy O’Connor is the Executive
Assistant to the Liberian Registry’s Chief Operating Officer, Scott
Bergeron. She has been with the
Liberian Registry for nearly five
years and says she “absolutely
loves” her job.
Modestly, she describes herself as
the ‘Go-To Guy’ in the Registry’s office. The person everybody turns to
when they want something done.
She is certainly that, but a lot more
besides.
A typical day at the office for Wendy can include anything from interacting with clients to ensuring that
the COO is where he is supposed
to be. It also includes plenty of research and coordinating the efforts
of the Liberian Registry’s various departments, from Marine Operations
to the Seafarers Department to the
Registry’s global offices.
“I don’t have a maritime background,” Wendy explained, “but
since joining the Registry, I have discovered that the shipping industry
is fascinating and intriguing. Working for the Registry, I have a large
overview of the industry, and I have
significantly expanded my knowledge of the global economy.”
When Wendy isn’t being the ‘Go-To
Guy’ at work, she fulfils the same
role at home with her husband and
eight-year-old son. Her family loves
outdoor pursuits such as camping
and fishing, and Wendy herself is an
avid reader. She says, “If I don’t have
my nose in a book during breaktime, my colleagues at the office
want to know what is wrong.”
Wendy is currently undertaking a
degree in business studies. She is
ambitious to progress her career –
just so long as it is at the Liberian
Registry.
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