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Liberia looks to build on
strong Japan connections

HE Japanese shipowning
community has a strong historical

connection with the Liberian Registry.
And the Registry is working hard to
attract still more Japanese owners and
operators.

At a reception hosted recently in Tokyo
by the Liberian Registry, LISCR Chief
Executive Yoram Cohen told leading
representatives of the Japanese

shipping community, “In the 1970s and
early 1980s, Liberia was the most
popular flag for Japanese shipowners.
With a solid foundation of peace and a
very bright outlook for Liberia’s future,
we now want to re-establish our
business relationships with the
Japanese shipping community. We
believe that our high level of service,
focus on safety, and the quality
reputation of the Liberian Registry
will benefit Japanese shipowners
and operators.”

Earlier, Mr Cohen had explained that
the outlook for Liberia was extremely
positive following last year’s democratic
election of Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf as

the country’s president. He
emphasised that, following almost
three years of peace, foreign
investment had returned to the
country, accompanied by significant
financial and institutional support
from the UN, the EU, the United
States, the World Bank, and Japan.
Japan alone has provided almost
nine billion yen in loans, seven billion
in grants, and a further four billion in
technical co-operation. “The people
of Liberia will be forever grateful to
the people of Japan for their
assistance,” said Mr Cohen.

Mr Cohen explained that the Liberian
Registry could point to a growth of
approximately twenty million
deadweight tons in the past five
years. He said that the Japanese
shipping community was “arguably
the largest quality-minded shipowning
nation in the world, with a long
historical connection to the Liberian
Registry”. And he emphasised that
Liberia was pleased to celebrate its
long-standing relationships and
friendships with the Japanese
shipowning community.

At the reception, a special
presentation was made (see photo,
above) to commemorate 35 years of
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THE Liberian Registry continued its
planned, quality-driven expansion
throughout last year. In 2005, the
Liberian Registry experienced a net
growth of 105 ships, aggregating
4.03m gross tons, bringing the total
to 2,154 vessels with an aggregate
gross tonnage of 63.73m. And
another 62 vessels, aggregating
2.12m gross tons, joined in the first
two months of 2006.

In addition, over five hundred
newbuildings – 450 from Germany
and sixty from Greece – are
scheduled to sign up over the next
three years. The registry’s significant
growth rate is very exciting,
particularly since it is being achieved
in accordance with Liberia’s
well-established quality criteria and
without adverse impact on the fleet
age profile, which will clearly come
down further as the newbuildings
start to come on stream. It is
encouraging to see the commitment
from existing clients as well as a
remarkable number of new
shipowners recognising the quality
reputation and service provided
by Liberia.

Fleet growth continues

co-operation between the Liberian
Registry and Japanese classification
society Class NK. Yoram Cohen
presented Mr Tsudo, Executive Vice-
President of Class NK, with a plaque
inscribed, “The Liberian Registry
recognises Class NK – Nippon Kaiji
Kyokai for 35 years of friendship,
professionalism and commitment in
our common pursuit of excellence in
ensuring the safety of life at sea and
protection of the marine
environment.”
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Time for action on LNG training standards

hip registers which encourage
and develop a meaningful

relationship with their clients are
well-placed to engage in effective
dialogue at international decision-
and-rule-making bodies such as IMO
on issues of concern to the global
shipping community.

The duties of a responsible ship
register are not confined to ensuring
that the vessels under its control
comply with the international
convention standards to which the
flag state is a signatory. The current
need to develop LNG competency
and training standards is a case in
point.

Increasing worldwide demand for
LNG has sparked a major ship
construction programme which is
currently scheduled to double the
number of LNG carriers afloat in
only a few years. In addition, LNG
carrier design continues to evolve to
take account of changing operations
and technology, including onboard
regasification and the return to
turbine-driven propulsion. In addition
to the complexities of LNG, how
many engineers remember how to
run steam plants?

The technological developments are
encouraging news for the

international shipping industry, but
beg the question of whether there
are sufficient numbers of suitably
qualified and experienced seafarers
to man these sophisticated vessels,
and to help maintain LNG’s
exceptional safety record. The short
answer to that is, ‘No’.

At the moment there are no specific
standards for the training and
certification of seafarers on board
LNG carriers. Rather, current
standards generalise the
sophisticated gas industry. The
Liberian Registry believes that the
time has come to address training
issues which are unique to LNG,
and has submitted a proposal to IMO
on LNG Training and Competency
Standards.

The Liberian proposal envisages the
IMO Subcommittee on Standards of
Training and Watchkeeping
developing international LNG
competency and training standards.
The subcommittee would develop
specific standards, taking into
account all relevant factors, including
technical advancements in design
and operation, and operational
training standards. In this regard,
Liberia is endorsing the recent and
comprehensive efforts of the Society
of International Gas Tanker and

Terminal Operators (SIGTTO) to
develop an industry code of practice.
Liberia goes further by incorporating
its experience with LNG training
facility initiatives.

Proper training and competency
standards are the key to all safety
and efficiency initiatives in shipping.
Advances in technology will count
for nothing if the industry does not
continue to produce sufficient numbers
of properly trained personnel to take
advantage of such developments.
That is true in all sectors of shipping,
but particularly so at the moment in
the LNG trades.

It is no exaggeration to say that many
countries now see LNG as a vital
component in meeting their future
power and energy requirements.
Failure to implement proper LNG
training and competency standards in
the shipping industry could conceivably
result in power generation shortfalls in
some large, industrialised nations at
some point in the future. Of equal
importance, such failures could result
in a lowering of standards, a decrease
in efficiency, deterioration in safety,
and increased loss of life in the
international maritime industries.

There can be no doubt that the LNG
sector’s perfect safety record in
shipping has much to do with continual
improvements in cargo containment
systems, control and safety systems,
detailed operational and safety
procedures, and equipment
maintenance programmes. But it
also has much to do with specialised
officer and crew training. Ultimately,
ships are only as good as their crews.

The increase in the number of LNG
carriers afloat will see the emergence
of shipowners and operators, seafarers
and seafarer training institutes that are
new to the market. In order to maintain
shipping’s current enviable safety
record, and to sustain continued
public confidence in the industry, it is
essential that training standards are
up-to-date and applied internationally.
And there is a compelling need for
IMO to develop international LNG
competency and training standards to
ensure that they include the latest
minimum requirements, taking account
of best industry practice.

S

This article, by LISCR Chief Operating Officer Scott Bergeron, was published by
Lloyd’s List in its Ship Registers Report on February 7, 2006
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Responsible competition welcome New Seafarers head

Liberian Registry hosts
Istanbul seminar

will be happy to welcome it as a
competitor on the international stage,
just as it welcomes all responsible
competition which has the best
interests of shipowners at heart.

“Quality open registers have changed
ship registration for ever - and very
much for the better - over a period of
years, and Liberia has been at the
forefront of that movement for
change. Responsible shipowners
want a flag that is managed and
operated by shipping professionals
who care about the shipping industry
and who are able to resist the efforts
of politicians to seek political capital
in the wake of shipping accidents.
And they themselves will decide
whether that should be a national
register, a second register, or a
quality open register – nobody else.”

R

THE Liberian Registry hosted a
seminar in Istanbul on February 15,
attended by, among others, owners,
operators, financiers, surveyors and
lawyers. Subjects for discussion
included ship registration and
operational matters, safety and
security issues, corporate formation
laws and the KG ship finance market.

Albrecht Gundermann, General
Manager of the LISCR office in

ECENT reports that Russia is
planning to create its own

international ship registry do not
come as a great surprise. A number
of countries with strong maritime
traditions have successfully launched
second registers during the past
twenty years or so, in an attempt to
offer national shipowners new options
with regard to the registration of their
vessels, and to introduce greater
flexibility into the rules governing
that registration. More choice, and
greater flexibility, without any adverse
effect on efficiency and safety, are
good things for shipowners
everywhere.

LISCR president Brad Berman says,
“The Liberian Registry will closely
follow the news of the development of
the Russian international registry, and

CAPT James Walsh has been
appointed Vice-President and
Department Head of Seafarers’
Certification and Documentation
by LISCR. He joins from Universal
Systems & Technologies, a
contractor to the US government,
where he served as a senior
manager and was responsible
for a wide range of safety and
security-related transportation
projects both in the United States
and internationally. The Seafarer's
Department is a key contributor to
the successful operation of the
Liberian Registry.

On March 1, 2006, General Maritime Corp took delivery of the “Genmar Harriet G”
from the Universal Shipbuilding Corporation in Tsu-Nagoya, Japan. The 150,000 dwt
suezmax oil tanker was proudly named for the mother of Genmar founder, chairman
and CEO, Peter Georgiopoulos, and husband of Constantine ‘Dino’ Georgiopoulos.

THE Liberian Registry is proud of
the reputation it has established for
putting seafarers’ welfare at the top
of its agenda. And it was significant
that Liberia was recognised at the
recent meeting of the International
Labour Organisation in Geneva
which adopted a comprehensive
new ILO labour standard for the
maritime industries. The Maritime
Labour Convention 2006 clearly
sets out a seafarers' bill of rights
while allowing a sufficient degree
of national discretion to deliver
those rights with transparency
and accountability.

The convention will come into force
after it has been ratified by thirty
ILO member states with a total
share of at least 33 per cent of
world gross tonnage. Liberia
supports this development, of
which more news in a forthcoming
issue of Flagship.

ILO adopts new labour
standard

Hamburg, says, “There have
traditionally been close ties
between the Turkish and German
shipping markets. The LISCR
seminar provided the ideal
platform to look at the reasons
behind those relationships, and to
explore the possibilities for
extending them still further. Turkey
is a market in which a quality open
register has a great deal to offer
owners, financiers and others.
LISCR is greatly encouraged by
the lively and productive
discussion which took place in
Istanbul.”
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LBRECHT
Gundermann is enjoying

life as head of LISCR’s
representative office in
Hamburg. Germany is one of
the Liberian Registry’s largest
client bases in terms of both
tonnage and numbers of
ships – and it is growing all
the time.

Albrecht explains, “Over the period from the opening of
LISCR’s Hamburg office in November 2003 to the end of
2008, we expect to double – from roughly 500 to over 1,000 -
the number of ships on the register for German owners and
operators.

“Germans owners have traditionally made frequent use of
the Liberian Registry’s bareboat charter provisions, which
facilitate access to the high safety and quality standards,
and the unparalleled service and support, of the Liberian
Registry, while still making it possible to support Germany’s
national register. And having a dedicated presence in
Hamburg, at the heart of the German shipping community,
is a tremendously important factor.

“Quality ship registry is all about safety, security and quality,
but it is also about service. And having an office in Hamburg
means we can further strengthen the ability of LISCR to
provide instant service to our German clients and to financial
institutions specialising in ship finance.”

Before joining LISCR, Albrecht himself worked as a legal
adviser to one of those financial institutions, with
responsibility for a $600m portfolio of business covering
German and Middle Eastern owners. Now, he enjoys the
excitement of day-to-day contact with, among others,
owners, charterers, financiers, and other flag states. “You
get a really good overview of the whole industry,” he says,
“and that helps you to understand the wider picture.

Albrecht lives in Hamburg with his wife and two sons, whom
he describes as “the best boys in the world”. He enjoys
studying history and literature and, with his sons, is an
ardent supporter of the St Pauli football team which, despite
currently being in the third division, is set to move upward,
and is in any case the real ‘port’ club of the city. Best of all,
though, Albrecht likes spending time with his family, when he
isn’t working. “I learned in the Middle East,” he explains, “to
understand the family in a big, not a small way.” Good advice.

On the
register
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