FLAGSHIP
Liberia launches innovative
app for shipping industry
The Liberian Registry has underlined its reputation as
the world’s most technologically advanced maritime
administration with the recent launch of a powerful
state-of-the-art mobile application (app) to enable
owners, managers, operators and others to communicate and interact with the registry on a roundthe-clock basis.

T

he FlagState App builds on Liberia’s commitment to provide innovative technology and
services to its clients, who own, manage and
operate more than 4,000 vessels worldwide. From
an iPhone, iPad or an android device, users can read
up-to-the-minute news and developments; access a
comprehensive Global Maritime Events Calendar and,
with the click of a button, add events to their calendar
and share upcoming events; verify the authenticity of
certificates and documents for Liberian-flagged ships;
search Liberia’s global network of inspectors and
ISM/ISPS/MLC auditors; validate seafarer credentials;
submit an MLC Complaint Resolution Form; track the
daily vessel positions on an interactive world map of
all Liberian-flagged ships; browse photos of Liberia’s
quality fleet; and quickly access the registry’s Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn profiles.
Allison Williams, Communications & Research Manager at LISCR, says, “The demand for instant access
to important information in the shipping industry has
never been greater than it is today. New technology
means that there is no longer any need to be out
of touch with developing news and events, wherever
you are in the world. Liberia is dedicated to harnessing that technology for the benefit of its clients, and

the FlagState App is a perfect demonstration
of its commitment in that regard.”
Liberia’s FlagState App is now available for
download in both the Google Play (http://bit.
ly/NQnwgV) and Apple’s iTunes App Stores
(http://bit.ly/1q0gKnS). To download the App,
simply scan the QR Code (located on the back
cover) with your with your smartphone or search
for ‘LISCR’ in either App Store and select the
FlagState App.
Liberia has an established reputation, built up
over a number of years, for technological innovation. Examples include its award-winning
SEA (Seafarer’s Electronic Application) system,
an innovative web-based application for submitting seafarer applications online, and its online
MLC Complaints form for seafarers, which is accessible on LISCR’s website and mobile app. The
Liberian Corporate Registry also offers a stateof-the-art web-based application, eCorp, which
provides clients with round-the-clock access to
their accounts to form new corporations, manage
their existing corporations, obtain documents
and submit payments online.
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Strong fleet growth
continues apace
The Liberian Registry continues to
grow at an impressive rate, with the
addition of ships from both existing
and new owners. The fleet now stands
at more than 4,000 ships, aggregating
136m gt and over 207m dwt, which
is nearly forty per cent larger than its
closest rival, the Marshall Islands.
This stellar growth has
been accompanied by
continuing confirmation from respected
independent observers of Liberia’s
impressive safety
and operational
credentials. Liberia is on the
White List of all leading Port State
Control authorities worldwide, including the United States Coastguard’s
QUALSHIP (Quality Shipping for the
21st Century) programme. It is also on
the Paris MOU list of flag states which
meet the flag criteria for a low-risk ship
(white list + IMO Audit).
Significantly, Liberia was given a clean
bill of health by the International
Chamber of Shipping (ICS) in its most
recent Shipping Industry Flag State Performance Table. This means that it has
earned positive indicators from the ICS
with regard to its performance in relation to port state control, convention
ratification, recognised organisations,
age of vessel, IMO attendance, and
completion of STCW and ILO reports –
one of only twelve flag states to earn
100 per cent positive indicators.

LISCR appoints new General Manager for London

L

ISCR has appointed Robert Twell as General Manager of its dedicated London office, in succession
to Jonathan Spremulli. Robert joins from CMA Ships UK Ltd/CMA CGM Group, where he was the
Safety and Security Manager and DPA/CSO based in London. Prior to that he was with the National
Sea Training Centre, a leading provider of maritime education and practical training, where he was Head
of Department in Marine Studies and Fire Fighting. Robert also has extensive seagoing experience as a
deck officer with, among others, Carnival UK, and Stena Ferries.
David Pascoe, Head of Maritime Operations & Standards at LISCR, says, “Robert’s expertise in safety,
security, health, environmental and quality policy covering a wide range of vessels ideally suits him for
the manager’s role in London, as does his experience of dealing with masters, internal managers, flag
and port state control and class societies.
Robert says, “I am excited to be joining the most innovative and proactive ship registry in the world. And
I am looking forward to the challenge of using my industry knowledge and experience to the benefit of
the Liberian Registry’s continually expanding client base.”

Liberia authorises Croatian Registry of Shipping as
Recognised Organisation

T

he Liberian Registry has authorised the Croatian Registry of Shipping (CRS) to act on its behalf
in connection with the survey, audit, certification, and plan-review of Liberian-flag ships and the
companies which operate them.

The registry adopts a proactive approach to the service which it provides to the record numbers of ships
which fly the Liberian flag. It is the only ship registry to provide harmonised audit and Maritime Labour
Convention verification services, using its exclusive global network of highly trained nautical inspectors.
Where appropriate, it also delegates authority to perform audits, inspections and certification to Recognised Organisations which it knows and trusts.
Pictured (left to right): Revd Peter Manimathu,
Nicky Wynne, Director of Development for the MtS,
and Benson Peretti, General Manager of LISCR’s
Singapore office.

Liberian Registry pledges
support for MtS Singapore
drop-in centre

T

he Liberian Registry has pledged further
financial support to The Mission to Seafarers (MtS) with a contribution towards
the costs of its International Drop-in Centre
(IDIC) in Singapore. Facilities secured with the
help of this donation include a chaplain’s office for counselling and advice services, a library and reading room, and telephone, email
and internet workstations. Andrew Wright,
Secretary General of The Mission to Seafarers,
thanked the Liberian Registry for its support
and “for making another generous donation
to our work in Singapore.” Benson Peretti,
General Manager of LISCR’s Singapore office
(pictured here with Revd Peter Manimathu
and Nicky Wynne, Director of Development)
meanwhile acknowledged the essential support provided by MtS in connection with
Liberia’s MLC 2006 inspector training courses.

Part of Liberia’s mandatory criteria for authorisation of a classification society is full membership in the
International Association of Classification Societies. CRS is now authorised to provide services to Liberianflag ships to the same extent as the other eleven class societies accorded Recognised Organisation status
by Liberia.
Scott Bergeron, Chief Executive Officer of LISCR, says, “As is the case with other classification societies
authorised by Liberia, the Croatian Registry of Shipping is a member of the International Association of
Classification Societies. We have conducted our own audit of CRS’s systems and procedures and are satisfied with its competence and capability to provide statutory services in accordance with Liberia’s robust
standards. As we continue to increase our market share, we have great confidence in the ability of CRS
to work alongside Liberia to help maintain the quality of our fleet to the highest standards and beyond.”

LISCR commemorates
loyal LSC support

T

he Liberian Registry would be nothing without the support of the
record numbers of shipowners,
managers and operators who entrust their
ships to the Liberian Administration. Thus
it was with great pleasure that LISCR VicePresident Christian Mollitor recently took
the opportunity to present a commemorative plaque to Joseph Luswiczak, General Secretary of the Liberian Shipowners’
PHOTO CREDIT: CHRIS PREOVOLOS
Council (LSC), in recognition of 65 years
of commitment by the LSC to the Liberian flag. Our photo shows the presentation ceremony, which
took place at a LISCR-sponsored Connecticut Maritime Association luncheon earlier this year.
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Pictured (left to right) are Christian Mollitor, Vice-President, LISCR; Michael Davies, Vice-President, Marine Investigations, LISCR; Yvonne Clinton, Deputy Commissioner of the Liberian Maritime Authority; and Tony Zuanich,
Lavinia Corporation/Laskaridis Shipping Company, who attended the SPRFMO meeting in Manta, Ecuador, where
Liberia’s application for CNCP status was approved.

Liberia accorded SPRFMO status

L

iberia was recently accepted as a co-operating non-contracting party of the South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation (SPRFMO), and later this year will similarly apply for
membership of the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission (WCPFC) and the NorthEast Atlantic Fisheries Commission (NEAFC).
Combatting illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing at national, regional and international
levels is important to Liberia, which aims to be proactive and to ensure responsible management of its
international fleet of vessels involved in the fishery trades. In April, the registry began issuing licences for
reefer and other fisheries support vessels engaged in transhipment activities in the South Pacific region.
Under this programme, before registering reefer vessels, Liberia will check that the vessel has no
history of IUU activities. It will require VMS on all ships in order to monitor and enforce international
regulations, and will inspect vessels through its global network of maritime inspectors and auditors. It
will also collect and submit vessel transhipment data to fisheries organisations.

Liberian ship helps rescue
stranded sailor

T

he Liberian-flagged bulk carrier Athina
L, managed by Athens-headquartered
Kyla Shipping Company, recently helped
rescue a 61-year-old Canadian sailor on
board a disabled sailboat 700 miles east of
Cape Cod, Massachusetts.

Seacor scoops Liberiasponsored offshore award
Our photo shows Robert Clemons, Vice-President & Chief Operating Officer of Seacor Marine,
with LISCR Vice-President Christian Mollitor, at
the inaugural Lloyd’s List North American Maritime Awards ceremony and dinner, held at the
Houstonian Hotel, Houston, Texas, in February.
Seacor was voted Ship Operator of the Year, an
award sponsored by the Liberian Registry.

Having been asked by the US Coast Guard to
respond, the Athina L deviated immediately
and, on locating the sailboat, negotiated 20foot seas and 40-knot winds to safely embark
the sailor, who thankfully was uninjured. The
vessel then continued on its voyage to the
UK, from where the sailor was repatriated
back to Canada.
The Athina L is enrolled in the USCG-sponsored AMVER global ship reporting system
used worldwide by search and rescue authorities to arrange for assistance to persons in
distress at sea. It earned an AMVER participation award for its role in the rescue.

Sofiana Kontouri joined LISCR’s Piraeus office in July 2010. And she likes what she sees.
“The view from the Registry’s Piraeus office
is amazing,” she says, “and it is good when
I look into the office, too. My colleagues are
hard-working, and they promote the qualities
and strengths of the Liberian Registry in a very
positive manner. In my experience, LISCR is the
ideal place to work for ambitious, creative and
dynamic people who want to develop within a
very strong and vital organization.
In 2012, Sofiana was promoted as Corporate
Coordinator. Her role in the Registry’s Corporate Department involves her in various
day-to-day corporate activities, including the
formation of Liberian non-resident entities, issuing certificates, and processing documents.
Prior to joining the Liberian Ship and Corporate
Registry, Sofiana worked in the Athens Court
of First Instance and in the advertising sector.
She studied Italian in Siena, and obtained a
Bachelor of Science (BS) degree in Business
and Marketing Studies from the University of
Indianapolis, Athens.
Sofiana enjoys meeting clients whenever possible, and describes the opportunity she had to
meet a number of shipowners during Posidonia
2012 as “one of the most important experiences of my career to date.” She says, “LISCR
is a global family. There is a strong spirit of cooperation and teamwork, not only in difficult
situations, but at all times. We are united, and
always support and help each other.”
Sofiana describes herself as a “very familyoriented person”. She says, “I enjoy meeting
people, and making new friends. When I am
stressed out, I either cook or paint, and believe
me I create amazing things! Traveling is one of
the things I most like to do, getting to know
new civilizations, new ways of thinking, and
different people, personalities and cultures. I
also enjoy reading books, not only novels but
also business and finance-related works. And
one of my new hobbies is kick-boxing. As
the ancient Greeks knew only too well, there
is nothing better than a “healthy mind in a
healthy body.”
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