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Liberian flag added to QUALSHIP 21

The Liberian flag has been included in the United States Coast Guard’s (USCG)
QUALSHIP 21 (QS21) roster for 2019-2020. QS21 recognizes vessels and flag states
which have successfully met specified safety and quality requirements and regulations
when calling at ports in the United States.
Alfonso Castillero, Chief Operating Officer of the Liberian Registry, notes, “We are very
pleased to have made the QS21 roster. It is recognition for the many years of work that
we, our clients, ship managers, and masters and crew have put into safety training and
meeting environmental standards. We have a great team of dedicated staff - good people
with at-sea experience - who are working closely with vessels on compliance as they
come into the US.”
To qualify for QS21, flag administrations must have a three-year Port State Control
(PSC) detention ratio of less than 1.00% and be credited with 10+ PSC exams per year
for the last three years. QS21 status brings advantages to vessels visiting the US. Liberia
and 8 other maritime nations were all new additions to the QUALSHIP 21 (QS21) & EZERO list this year.
Alfonso Castillero says, “The number of new additions to QS21 in 2019-2020 is fantastic
recognition of the work that maritime administrations, owners, and crew have put into
safety initiatives. It is also testament to the efforts of the US Coast Guard, who are often
overlooked when it comes to handing out praise.
“Inclusion in QUALSHIP 21 is a great achievement for any flag, and the wider industry
should celebrate the number of states making the USCG’s grade.”
 The Liberian Registry has a long-established track record of combining the highest
standards of safety for vessels and crews with the highest levels of responsive and
innovative service to owners. Moreover, it has a well-deserved reputation for supporting
international legislation designed to maintain and improve the safety and effectiveness of
the shipping industry and protection of the marine environment. www.liscr.com

Issued by:
Chris Hewer
Merlin Corporate Communications
+44 1903 53 14 84
chris@merlinco.com

